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Decommissioning of the Public Health Laboratory Annex as the DFS Continuity of Operations
(COOQOP) site and training facility was announced. Also reported are current discussions to
establish a COOP partnership with the state of Maryland and the department’s recruitment of the
Public Health Laboratory Director reaching its final stages.

A discussion involving the utilization of verbal scales in communicating and evaluating DNA
statistical data and the new methodologies and procedures used in DNA laboratory testing, as
revealed in recent studies, was led by Andrea Borchardt, who also reported the latest
developments of STRMIX integration in the Forensic Biology Unit (FBU). Susan Welti
conducted a briefing on the unit’s current projects that includes kinship testing in support of the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner with identification of unknown bodies, as well as other
FBU activities and actions related to the closeout of the 2015 quality assurance standards audit.

The nine-month recovery effort and progress of the Forensic Biology Unit was the focus of a
discussion led by Forensic Science Laboratory Director Karen Wiggins. Stakeholder
collaboration strategies, training and equipment procurement have been key factors in restoring
confidence in the laboratory.

Crime Scene Sciences Director, Troy Kelly reviewed the way forward for the merge and
transition of Crime Scene Sciences (CSS) and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD). A
meeting with the Mayor is planned. More recently, the division completed training of trauma
nurses in collections obtained from major offenses, in addition to providing support to the Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner with mass fatality training.

Dr. Smith proposed restructuring of the quarterly board meeting and expansion of the board’s
advisory role to include providing assistance with DFS projects, protocol review and the
identification of current and anticipated issues. There was no objection to the Director’s
recommendations.

Chairman Litofsky expressed concern in response to a delay in the board’s receipt of a February
29" report submitted to the Mayor. According to General Counsel Hildum, the document is not

final. The board was assured that the final document will be made available to DFS stakeholders.

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.

An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request.
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Friday, July 22, 2016

The Department of Forensic Sciences Science Advisory Board meeting was brought to order at
9:15 a.m. by board member Peter Marone, acting on behalf of board chairman Irv Litofsky. In
addition to the acting board chair, board members Dr. Clifton Bishop, Dr. Simone Gittelson and
Dr. Burton Wilcke were in attendance. A quorum was established to conduct board business and
the Minutes from the April 14, 2016, meeting were presented, read and approved.

The Science Advisory Board draft regulations are reportedly deemed legally sufficient, with
minor revision, by the Office of the Attorney General and have been submitted to the Office of
the City Administrator for review and approval. The regulations become final 30 days following
publication for comment. Board member Marone recommended and General Counsel Robert
Hildum agreed to an additional distribution of the regulations.

A summary report outlining a review of allegations, issues, complaints and inquiries was
distributed to the board by Brittany Graham, Acting Deputy Director/Deputy Director for
Quality and also Deputy Director for Training. Highlighted among the review of allegations is an
April 27" Public Health Laboratory complaint received from the D.C. Department of Health
concerning a compromised sample for Zika virus testing and an ATF issue involving a duplicate
NIBIN entry of a single cartridge case. Corrective measures have been implemented to avoid
recurrence of these events. Board member Marone recommended that allegations and issues be
compiled and forwarded to the board prior to the board’s quarterly meetings. Deputy Director
Graham identified laboratory audits scheduled to occur over the next several months. She also
confirmed that DFS employees had completed required cognitive bias training, a
recommendation of the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia.

Dr. Jenifer Smith presented the department’s 2016 goals and accomplishments during the first
year of her directorship. Among the achievements identified is implementation of the JusticeTrax
Laboratory Information Management System (LLIMS), improved stakeholder engagement,
significant increases in productivity, a streamlined procurement process, robust recruitment and
staff training.

The frequency spike in Zika virus testing and predictions of the infectious disease in the District
of Columbia were addressed by Dr. Horng Kan of the Public Health Laboratory. An
announcement of a fully installed Forensic Chemistry Unit (FCU) laboratory was made by Dr.
Luke Short who reported the completion of the DEA drug license process and discussed some of
the lab’s casework and collaborative efforts in the fight against synthetic drugs in the District.

continued =
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Mr. Marone led the discussion of the board’s recommendations following the body’s review of
Latent Fingerprint Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s). The dialogue was followed by Dr.
Gittelson’s exploration of the use of verbal scales and standards outside of the United States in
addition to the interpretation of footwear evidence.

Dr. Smith encouraged the board’s advance notice of laboratory areas scheduled for the board
meeting agenda to ensure the availability of laboratory staff.

Potential meeting dates were briefly discussed before the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.

An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request.
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Friday, October 14,2016

The Department of Forensic Sciences Science Advisory Board meeting was brought to order at by
board chairman Irv Litofsky at 9:09 a.m. Board members in attendance included Dr. Clifton Bishop,
Dr. Simone Gittelson, Dr. Bill Grosshandler and Mr. Peter Marone. A quorum was established to
conduct board business. The July 14, 2016, meeting minutes were presented, read and approved.

Introduction of new staff

The board was introduced to Ms. Rashee Kumar, who recently joined the DFS staff as General
Counsel, and Dr. Anthony Tran, appointed Director of the Public Health Laboratory. Ms. Kumar
reported that the Office of the City Administrator (OCA) returned the Science Advisory Board draft
regulations, with minor revisions, following the departure of the former DFS General Counsel and
prior to her arrival. The changes will be made and the draft document will be resubmitted to the OCA
for review and approval followed by publication, public comment and final publishing.

Update on Laboratory Status

Three complaints were received over the past quarter. Of these, one is an internal anonymous
complaint, sent to former Police Chief Cathy Lanier, alleging a cover-up involving a firearm found
underneath a locker. Through investigation the weapon was linked to the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD) Crime Scene Investigation Division (CSID) to whom the firearm was returned. A
second complaint involved the Office of the U.S. Attorney asserting receipt of incomplete discovery
document submissions from DFS legal counsel. A reconciliation of procedures for document case file
storage and retrieval, as well as accuracy in case-tracking, is expected to resolve this issue. A third
complaint received by the Department of Health, Epidemiology, is related to incidents of improper
handling of specimens, for which incorrect testing of submitted specimens was conducted and an
unrelated incident involving improper storing and thawing of specimens later deemed unsuitable for
testing upon receipt by the CDC. Deputy Director Brittany Graham reported that the complaints have
been processed for Quality corrective actions.

Audits

Audit of the Forensic Science Laboratory Firearms Examination Unit (FEU), Latent Fingerprint Unit
(LFU) and Forensic Biology Unit (FBU) were conducted August 22-23 by ANSI-ASQ. Four minor
non-conformities, primarily considered policy-related, were found in FEU and LFU. These were
corrected within the prescribed 30-days after which a September 26 letter was received from the
ANAB confirming compliance and continued accreditation. The Forensic Biology Unit received no
non-conformities.

over=>
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The Public Health Laboratory’s (PHL) Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) audit
September 27-28 yielded 8 to 10 minor non-conformities mainly comprised of quality checks that
include placard postings, visual aids and SOP revision. The DFS Quality team is working throu%h
corrective action for these non-conformities, as well as others identified during a September 28"
Division of Select Agents and Toxins (DSAT) audit. Dr. Anthony Tran attributes the high level of
regulation and the depth of the laboratory’s inspections to the lab’s Tier 2 chemical terrorism and Tier
| select agents and toxins qualifications.

Crime Scene Sciences (CSS)

Crime Scene Sciences Director Troy Kelly reported successful transition of MPD Crime Scene
Investigations Division (CSID) to the Crime Scene Sciences Unit, incorporating the hiring of retired
CSID staff. Recent CSS recruitment has increased staff from 56 to 78 and the division is projected to
reach full-force by mid-year 2017, Currently, CSSU is handling approximately 98% of the District’s
homicides.

CSS led the Department of Forensic Sciences’ participation in a landmark week-long mass fatality
exercise pioneered by the D.C. Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL)

Following the resumption of DNA casework during the last fiscal year, FSL Director Karen Wiggins
reports significant gains throughout the division’s three labs. During this period recruitments included
the hiring of a Forensic Biology Unit (FBU) technical leader, a Forensic Biology Unit manager and a
Firearms Enforcement Unit manger. The purchase of case management systems and having access to
the most updated industry technologies (AFIS, CODIS, NIBIN) have helped make possible an increase
in productivity compared to a year ago.

Recent outreach efforts by FSL concentrated on stakeholder engagement that included the division’s
training of more than 300 MPD detectives, meeting with the Office of the Attorney General, the Public
Defender Service, the Office of the United States Attorney and the ATF.

While the PCAST Report and information presented in the board’s viewing of a fingerprint webinar
were discussed at length, the board and DFS leadership agreed that Forensic Biology Procedures
would be included in the next board meeting agenda.

SAB member Peter Marone inquired about whether consideration had been given to appointing to the
board a candidate with technical DNA expertise or enlisting a volunteer of similar qualification. There
was no information available to determine if a recommendation had been made.

Potential meeting dates were discussed before the meeting adjourned at 1:13 p.m.

An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request.
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Friday, January 13, 2017

The Department of Forensic Sciences Science Advisory Board meeting was conducted via WebEx and
was brought to order at 9:35 a.m. by board chairman Irv Litofsky. Board members participating in the
web-based conference, in addition to the chairman, included: Dr. Simone Gittelson, Dr. Bill
Grosshandler, Dr. Jeanne A. Jordan, Dr. Maria N. Fidélia-Lambert, Mr. Peter Marone and Dr. Burton
Wilcke. A quorum was established to conduct board business. Minutes from the October 14, 2016,
meeting were presented, read and approved.

Introduction of new board members

Dr. Namandjé N. Bumpus, Dr. Jeanne Ann Jordan and Dr. Maria N. Fidélia-Lambert were announced
as recent appointments to fill three SAB vacancies. Drs. Jordan and Fidélia-Lambert briefly spoke of
their professional careers and affiliations. Although Dr. Bumpus was not available to participate in the
WebEx meeting, the board expressed interest in knowing which board vacancy she would fulfill.

Review of Forensic Biology Unit (FBU) Protocols

The receipt of comments submitted by the board in response to board review of FBU protocols was
acknowledged by Susan Welti, FBU Technical Lead. She encouraged all board members to continue
reviewing the protocols and to forward suggestions to the laboratory by the end of the month. Within
the next few days following the board meeting, Ms. Welti will issue a document that addresses protocol
comments. Revisions are scheduled for incorporation during updates of the Global Filer 3500, when
other technology is scheduled to go operational.

Dr. Wilcke suggested that procedurally board members should either respond to protocol reviews with
comments or respond to indicate not having any suggestions or comments.

Firearms Examination Unit (FEU) protocols are next for SAB review.

Quality Update

The Public Health Laboratory is in compliance with DSAT and CLIA and the Forensic Science
Laboratory is in compliance with ANAB, reports Deputy Director Brittany Graham. While there are no
issues to report from the last quarter, two complaints were received during this period from the U.S.
Attorney’s Office. A December 7 complaint alleges a delay in the submission of a collection log by
Crime Scene and a December 9, 2016, complaint asserts that the Central Evidence Unit was
unresponsive to multiple attempts to reach a Central Evidence Unit employee. There is an active
investigation in both matters.

Presently, there are two examiners under remediation, 1-Firearms examiner, 1-Latent Fingerprints
examiner. Both examiners issued false exclusions in proficiency tests and have been removed from
casework. In response to this action, DFS has notified stakeholders, a percentage review of past cases
is in progress and the examiners are receiving remedial training in areas of deficiency. Additional
assessment and proficiency testing is anticipated to assist employees in returning to case work.

over=
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Dr. Jenifer Smith issued an appeal to the board for guidance and assistance with proficiency tests and
testing and the identification of proficiency test providers.

Public Health Laboratory Update

The Public Health Laboratory received two-year recertification through November 9, 2018, following
the laboratory’s two-day CLIA audit September 27-28, 2016. The lab was recertified for 3 years,
through December 26, 2019, after a two-day DSAT Tier 1 audit of the lab’s bio-terrorism activities.

Virology

Patients tested for Zika Virus by the PHL, from January 2016 through December 2016, total 841. This
number represents District of Columbia residents, in addition to Maryland and Virginia residents
seeking care in the District. Dr. Anthony Tran, PHL Director, reports that the laboratory’s testing of
over 2,000 Zika Virus samples, to date, resulted in the identification of 22 positives by the PHL,
totaling 30 District-wide. These cases are primarily due to international travel and not believed to be
locally transmitted. However, there is an investigation of two cases suspected to be sexually
transmitted. In addition Zika Virus, the lab’s mosquito surveillance also includes Chikungunya virus,
Dengue Virus and West Nile Virus.

Forensic Chemistry Unit

The Forensic Chemistry Unit (FCU) is working towards accreditation for forensic testing and is on
schedule for ISO accreditation (17025) by the end of calendar year 2017. The unit validated methods
for Cannabinoid and Opioid compounds, natural and synthetic, and anticipates the inclusion of other
compounds (Stimulant, Hallucinogen, Psychoactive Drug, Cathinone) in the months ahead. More
immediate will be an increase in FCU personnel with the addition of two Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) chemists. The DEA is scheduled to conclude its testing on behalf of the District
by 2018.

The Public Health Laboratory will support local and federal stakeholders and partners with heightened
readiness of biological and chemical terrorism teams, as well as the testing of food products, if
necessary, during the 2017 presidential inauguration.

Science Advisory Board regulations have cleared the Office of the City Administrator and are currently
receiving legal sufficiency review by the Office of the Attorney General. They will be published to
allow for public comment, after which they are deemed approved, DFS General Counsel, Rashee
Kumar reviewed the complaint process, included in the regulations, addressing apparent structural
concerns raised by the Office of the City Administrator.

SAB Chairman Irv Litofsky announced that his appointment expires April 2017, and that another
chairman must be named. The matter is to be included on the agenda for the April 28" meeting.

Dr. Jenifer Smith reminded the board of the department’s internship program and asked board members
to consider collaborative intern projects and other programmatic ventures. She stated that a formal
request would be made to the board to obtain a formal documented statement reflecting the board’s
perspective and recommendations in response to the PCAST report.

The meeting adjourned at 11: 25 a.m. An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request,

Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences
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