


















































































































































































































































Stoddard Baptist Global Care 
Panel Presentation 

 
 

 
1.  Jacquelyn L. Brown, Caregiver of Program Participant 

Center Care Adult Day Care Program 
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Center Care Adult Day Care Program 
 

3. Dorothy L. Amis, Caregiver of Program Participant 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
IN SUPPORT OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S OFFICE ON AGING 
CHAIRED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANITA BONDS 

 
PRESENTED BY 

 
JACQUELYN L. BROWN 

CAREGIVER OF PROGRAM PARTICIPANT, CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE PROGRAM 
 

APRIL 23, 2015 
 
 
 

 GOOD MORNING CHAIRPERSON ANITA BONDS AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  MY NAME IS JACQUELYN 

L. BROWN AND I AM THE CAREGIVER FOR MY DAD, JAMES HARRIS, JR.  MY DAD IS A 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA RESIDENT AND HAS RESIDED HERE FOR OVER 70 YEARS.  HE 

IS 92 YEARS YOUNG, AND A RETIRED CIVIL SERVANT WITH OVER 40 YEARS OF 

SERVICE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  HE IS ALSO A WORLD WAR II VETERAN 

WHO SERVED HIS COUNTRY PROUDLY. 

 THE WASHINGTON CENTER FOR AGING SERVICES, STODDARD BAPTIST GLOBAL 

CARE IS AN ADULT DAY CARE CENTER THAT PROVIDES A SAFE HAVEN FOR ELDERLY 

RESIDENTS THAT ARE UNABLE TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES DURING THE DAY 

WITHOUT THE HELP OF THEIR LOVED ONES.  THE CENTER IS A VITAL AND ESSENTIAL 

SERVICE NEEDED DURING THE DAY THAT ALLOWS OUR LOVED ONES TO HAVE 

ADULT INTERACTIONS, NUTRITIONAL MEALS, HEALTHCARE, PHYSICAL THERAPY 

AND EXERCISE FOR THE MIND AND BODY.  WITHOUT THE CENTER OUR LOVED ONES 

WOULD HAVE TO BE INSTITUTIONALIZED, BE HOMEBOUND OR ALONE DURING THE 

DAY. 



 MY DAD WAS DIAGNOSED WITH DEMENTIA, NOT LONG AFTER HE LOST HIS 

WIFE, OF OVER 60 YEARS, TO BREAST CANCER.  THE DIAGNOSIS MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE 

FOR HIM TO BE ALONE DURING THE DAY, AND ALLOWED HIM TO REMAIN IN THE 

ONLY PLACE HE KNOWS AS HOME. BEFORE FINDING THE SERVICES OF THE CENTER, I 

WOULD RECEIVE PHONE CALLS DAILY SAYING THAT HE WAS SPOTTED IN DIFFERENT 

PLACES AND I WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE MY JOB TO FIND HIM AND BRING HIM HOME.  

BECAUSE OF THESE INCIDENTS, I SOUGHT OUT THE SERVICES OF CENTER CARE.  HE 

HAS BEEN A PARTICIPANT OF THE PROGRAM SINCE 2010.  HAVING MY DAD AT THE 

CENTER GIVES ME AND MY FAMILY A GREAT RELIEF KNOWING THAT HE IS SOME 

PLACE SAFE, WITH LOVING, CARING AND SUPPORTIVE STAFF.  THE WELFARE, CARE 

AND SAFETY OF A LOVED ONE IS VERY IMPORTANT.  CENTER CARE PROVIDES THIS 

ESSENTIAL SERVICE AND IT’S WORRY-FREE.  THE CENTER CARE STAFF IS GREAT AND 

EXTREMELY COMPETENT AND RELIABLE.  MY FAMILY AND I ARE EXTREMELY 

GRATEFUL FOR THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE AT THIS ESSENTIAL SAFE HAVEN FOR 

THE ELDERLY. 

 I AM ASKING THAT THE COUNCIL PLEASE REINSTATE THE FUNDING RECEIVED 

THROUGH THE DC OFFICE ON AGING BACK INTO THE BUDGET SO THAT CENTER CARE 

CAN ONCE AGAIN RECEIVE FUNDING NEEDED TO OFFSET THIS VITAL SENIOR DAY 

CENTER PROGRAM.  THIS FUNDING IS ALSO DESPERATELY NEEDED TO OFFSET THE 

INCREASINGLY RISING COSTS OF DAYCARE FOR SENIORS IN THESE TYPE OF 

PROGRAMS.  WITHOUT THIS FUNDING, FAMILIES WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO AFFORD TO 

SEND THEIR LOVED ONES TO DAY CARE PROGRAMS AT A REASONABLE COST. 



CONSIDER THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF THE ELDERLY, VETERANS, LONG-

TIME DC RESIDENTS, CIVIL SERVANTS AND SOMEONE’S LOVED ONES.  THIS CARE 

ALLOWS OUR SENIIORS TO CONTINUE TO ENJOY THEIR GOLDEN YEARS WITH STAFF 

THAT ARE DEDICATED AND CARING. 

SENIOR SAFETY IS NEEDED FOR ALL, AND I ASK THAT YOU DO YOUR PART IN 

ENSURING THAT OUR LOVED ONES ARE NOT A DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA STATISTIC 

BECAUSE OF SOME MISPLACED FUNDING.  THANK YOU. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
IN SUPPORT OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S OFFICE ON AGING 
CHAIRED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANITA BONDS 

 
PRESENTED BY 

 
PAULETTE C. HOLLOWAY 

CAREGIVER OF PROGRAM PARTICIPANT, CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE PROGRAM 
 

APRIL 23, 2015 
 
 
 

GOOD MORNING CHAIRPERSON ANITA BONDS AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  MY NAME IS PAULETTE C. 

HOLLOWAY AND I AM A WARD 5 RESIDENT AND A FULL TIME CAREGIVER FOR MY 87 

YEAR OLD MOTHER WHO LIVES DAILY WITH DEMENTIA.  I WORK FULL TIME AS WELL 

AND I AM GRATEFUL TO HAVE FOUND A SAFE PLACE OR REFUGE FOR MY MOTHER 

DURING THE DAY TIME.  THAT SAFE PLACE IS CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE 

PROGRAM, WHICH MY MOTHER HAS BEEN A PART OF SINCE SEPTEMBER 2013.  THIS 

WONDERFUL PLACE OF REFUGE COMES WITH TRANSPORTATION, MEALS, SPIRITUAL 

FULFILLMENT, MEDICAL AVAILABILITY, AND A STAFF THAT SHE THINKS IS HER 

LOVING CHILDREN. 

 EXCEPT FOR HER OUTINGS TO THE STODDARD BAPTIST CENTER CARE ADULT 

DAY CARE PROGRAM ON WEEKDAYS AND HER SUNDAYS AT ALL NATIONS BAPTIST 

CHURCH, MY MOTHER WOULD SIT HOME ALONE FOR HOURS EACH DAY.  CENTER 

CARE HAS PROVIDED THAT SAFE PLACE OF REFUGE THAT WE BOTH CAN 

CONFIDENTLY RELY ON AND TO HAVE THAT CONFIDENCE SHAKEN WOULD TOTALLY 

DEVASTATE MY MOTHER AND GROSSLY BURDEN MY OWN HEART. 



 WITHOUT TRYING TO DELVE INTO THE MANY CHARACTERISTICS OF 

DEMENTIA, HAVING A ROUTINE OF FAMILIARITY CERTAINLY REDUCES THE 

COMPLICATIONS.  MY SIMPLE PLEA IS THAT YOU USE WHATEVER INFLUENCE 

POSSIBLE TO KEEP THIS LIFELINE AVAILABLE FOR US, SO THAT I CAN CONTINUE TO 

BE BLESSED WITH AN EXCELLENT QUALITY OF LIFE FOR MY MOTHER FOR AS LONG 

AS SHE LIVES.   

SO PLEASE PROVIDE FUNDING IN SUPPORT OF CENTER CARE ADULT DAYCARE 

PROGRAM AT STODDARD BAPTIST IN ORDER FOR IT TO REMAIN A SAFE PLACE FOR 

SENIORS LIKE MY MOM AND THE COMMUNITY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
IN SUPPORT OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S OFFICE ON AGING 
CHAIRED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANITA BONDS 

 
PRESENTED BY 

 
DOROTHY AMIS 

CAREGIVER OF PROGRAM PARTICIPANT, CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE PROGRAM 
 

APRIL 23, 2015 
 
 
 
GOOD MORNING CHAIRPERSON ANITA BONDS AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  MY NAME IS DOROTHY 

AMIS AND I AM A RESIDENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, WARD 7 AND ALSO THE 

WIFE AND CAREGIVER OF MY HUSBAND RALPH AMIS.   

SINCE 2010, MY HUSBAND, RALPH W. AMIS, HAS BEEN A PARTICIPANT AT 

CENTER CARE DAY TREATMENT PROGRAM.  HE ATTENDS 5 DAYS A WEEK AND THE 

PAST 5 YEARS AT THE CENTER HAVE BEEN WONDERFUL YEARS FOR HIM.  THE 

SERVICE HAS BEEN EXCELLENT, THE STAFF IS DEVOTED, EXPERIENCED, LOVING AND 

CONCERNED, NOT ONLY FOR MY HUSBAND BUT ALL THE PARTICIPANTS THAT THEY 

COME IN CONTACT WITH.   THEY OFFER A FULL ROUNDED PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 

WHICH INCLUDES CURRENT EVENTS, SPORTS, WORKOUTS, SING-A-LONGS, 

AFTERNOON STROLLS, INDOOR BOWLING, TABLE AND FLOOR GAMES, BINGO AND 

MANY MORE.  THESE ACTIVITIES HELP TO KEEP THE PARTICIPANTS MENTALLY AND 

PHYSICALLY ALERT.   I HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY SATISIED WITH THE SERVICE GIVEN 

AND I KNOW THAT WHEN MY HUSBAND IS AT THE CENTER, HE IS BEING WELL TAKEN 

CARE OF.  HE IS ALSO ABLE TO SOCIALIZE WITH HIS PEERS, GET NUTRITIOUS MEALS 



AND EVEN VENTURE OUT ON APPROPRIATE TRIPS THAT STIMULATE HIM.  BECAUSE I 

AM SO PLEASED WITH THE SERVICES PROVIDED, I HAVE REFERRED FRIENDS AND 

CHURCH MEMBERS TO THE PROGRAM SO THAT THEIR FAMILIES COULD EXPERIENCE 

RELIEF AND WHILE THEIR LOVED ONES BENEFIT FROM THE MUCH NEEDED SERVICES 

OF THIS GREAT PROGRAM. 

THIS PROGRAM IS VERY MUCH NEEDED IN THE COMMUNITY AND I HOPE THAT 

IT WILL REMAIN A VITAL PART OF IT FOR YEARS TO COME.  THEREFORE, MY 

REQUEST TO THE DISTRICT AND OFFICE ON AGING IS THAT FUNDED BE PROVIDED TO 

STODDARD BAPTIST GLOBAL CARE FOR CENTER CARE ADULT DAY TREATMENT 

PROGRAM TO CONTINUE THE SERVICES THAT ARE MUCH NEED FOR SENIORS, PEOPLE 

WITH DEMENTIA & ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND CAREGIVERS WHO RELY ON 

SERVICES LIKE THIS CENTER PROVIDES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
IN SUPPORT OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S OFFICE ON AGING 
CHAIRED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANITA BONDS 

 
PRESENTED BY 

 
VALENCIA SINGLETON 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR, CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE PROGRAM 
 

APRIL 23, 2015 
 
 
 

GOOD MORNING CHAIRPERSON ANITA BONDS AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  MY NAME IS VALENCIA 

SINGLETON, PROGRAM DIRECTOR FOR CENTER CARE ADULT DAY CARE PROGRAM.  

AS AN ADVOCATE FOR THE ELDERLY POPULATION FOR OVER 17 YEARS, MY HEART IS 

BURDENED TO PHANTHOM THAT THERE IS JEOPARDY OF NOT PROVIDING ADULT 

DAY CARE SERVICES TO THE SENIORS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

CENTER CARE IS BY FAR ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE AND STRUCTURAL DAY 

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE.  WE OFFER A VARIETY OF SERVICES TO ENABLE 

INDIVIDUALS TO MAINTAIN THEIR ROLE WITHIN THE FAMILY STRUCTURE AND 

COMMUNITY FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE.  OUR GOAL IS TO APPROACH EACH PERSON 

AS UNIQUE, ENCOURAGE GROWTH AND TO SERVE THE ALZHEIMER’S/DEMENTIA 

SUFFERES IN AN INNOVATIVE PROGRAM.  CENTER CARE ALSO PROVIDES A SAFE AND 

SECURE SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR IMPAIRED ADULTS AND THEIR FAMILIES.  IN DOING 

SO, WE HELP TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OLDER PEOPLE AND PREVENT 

OR DELAY INSTITUTIONALIZATION.   



FOR THE LAST 2 YEARS, OUR PROGRAM HAS BEEN INTERUPTED BY NEW 

MANDATES FROM THE CENTER FOR MEDICAID AND MEDICARE SERVICES (CMS) AND 

THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTHCARE FINANCE (DHCF) WHICH IMPACTED 

THE FUNCTION OF OUR PROGRAM FINANCIALLY AND PHYSICALLY.  OUR MEDICAID 

ENROLLMENT HAS BEEN CEASED SINCE THIS TIME WHICH HAS IMPACTED OUR 

CENSUS AND ABILITY TO SERVE THE ELDERLY POPULATION.  THEREFORE, THE 

FINANCIAL BURDEN HAS LAID HEAVILY ON THE STODDARD BAPTIST NURSING HOME 

FOUNDATION.   

ALONG WITH THE NEW MANDATES OUR CENTER’S LOCATION IS NOW NOT 

CONSIDERED AS AN APPROVED SETTING TO OPERATE OR PROVIDE ADULT DAY CARE 

SERVICES AND WE ARE NOW FORCED TO RELOCATE.  STODDARD BAPTIST NURSING 

HOME FOUNDATION HAS BEEN DILIGENT IN MAKING EFFORTS TO SUSTAIN OUR 

PROGRAM, BUT THE MANDATES ARE OVERWHELMING FOR THE FACILITY AS A 

WHOLE. 

AS CENTER CARE STANDS AS ONE OF THE MILESTONES FOR THE DC OFFICE ON 

AGING PROGRAMS, I REQUEST, I PLEA AND I ASK THAT CENTER CARE ADULT DAY 

CARE PROGRAM BEIS PROVIDED FUNDING UNDER THE DC OFFICE ON AGING’S 

BUDGET THROUGH THIS TRANSITIONAL PERIOD THAT WE ARE ENDURING AS WE 

CONTINUE TO SERVE THE VAST POPULATION THROUGHOUT WARDS 5, 6, 7, AND 8 OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT MY TESTIMONY 

BEFORE YOUR COMMITTEE IN SUPPORT OF THE DC OFFICE ON AGING’S BUDGET 

HEARING. 



Good Morning/Afternoon 
 
My name is Joe Henery.  I am a senior citizen and a native 
Washingtonian living in the Ward 2 area. I, like so many other 
elderly individuals, am finding it increasingly difficult to survive in 
Washington, DC without the help of outside sources like Terrific, 
Inc.  
 
I was introduced to Terrific, Inc. by someone who lives in my 
building.  Since then Terrific, Inc. has helped me when I could not 
find any other source to do so.  For example, they assisted me with 
meals.  This help was extremely beneficial because after taking the 
bus to and from my medical appointments, I am usually too 
exhausted to fix a nutritious meal.  Activities that I once took for 
granted (like cooking) have now become a challenge as I get older. 
 
Terrific, Inc. also helped me when I lost my wallet.  The amount of 
red tape to replace my important documents was overwhelming.  I 
would make phone calls and get put on hold, never able to get to the 
right person who could help. I physically went to the various 
buildings to try and get help and still got the “run-around”.  All of 
this was both mentally and physically stressful.  Terrific, Inc. 
assisted me in cutting through the red tape so that I am now able to 
replace the lost documents such as my Medicare identification and 
Social Security card.  

I sincerely believe Terrific, Inc. is an organization that should be a 
permanent fixture in the lives of Washington, DC senior citizens.  
We need them and they have proven they can help. 













































































































































To Promote the General Welfare and enhance the Quality of Life in Our Neighborhood 
MANOR PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 

est. 1923 
P.O. Box 60622 

Washington, DC 20039 
April 23, 2015 

  
  
  
  
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET HEARINGS, 
DC OFFICE OF AGING 
  
TESTIMONY OF CARROLL GREEN 
PRESIDENT  
  
GOOD MORNING MADAM CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE; 
  
WE THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT TESTIMONY DURING THESE 
BUDGET HEARINGS ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF AGING AND IN SUPPORT OF 
VILLAGES WHO ASSIST SENIORS TO AGE IN PLACE IN THEIR OWN HOMES. IT IS 
LITTLE KNOWN THAT THIS NATIONS CAPITAL LEADS CITIES IN THIS COUNTRY IN 
THE NUMBER OF OPERATING VILLAGES, AND  THAT THE OFFICE OF 
AGING PROVIDED A HELPING HAND IN THE LAUNCHING OF EACH OF THESE 
VILLAGES, USUALLY WITH START UP FUNDING THROUGH THE AWARDING 
OF GRANTS.  LAST YEAR WHEN THE EAST ROCK CREEK VILLAGE, WHICH WILL 
PROVIDE SERVICE TO MANOR PARK RESIDENTS AND RESIDENTS OF SIX OTHER 
NEIGHBORHOODS IN UPPER NORTHWEST, APPLIED TO THE OFFICE OF AGING FOR 
START UP FUNDING, GOVERNMENT FUNDS WERE NOT AVAILABLE.  WHILE THIS 
RELATIVELY NEW PHENOMENA OF VILLAGES, VOLUNTEERS HELPING SENIOR 
AGE IN THEIR OWN HOMES FOR AS LONG AS PRACTICAL, REMAINS LARGELY 
UNKNOWN TO THE GENERAL POPULATION, IT IS A GROWING MOVEMENT, 
FILLING UNMET NEEDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT AND PERHAPS 
SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO TAKE ON. THE EAST ROCK CREEK VILLAGE IS STILL IN 
DEVELOPMENT HAVING STARTED OVER TWO YEARS AGO; HAS OBTAIN IT'S 501 (c) 
(3) CERTIFICATION FROM THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, HAS IN HAND IT'S 
DC CHARITABLE SOLICITATION LICENSE AND HAS MET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF LAW TO OPERATE AS A NON PROFIT ENTITY IN THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA.  THE HIGH HURDLE FOR VILLAGES IS IN THE START UP PHASE 
WHERE GOVERNMENT FUNDING HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN THE LINCHPIN FOR 
A SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH. THIS START UP PHASE INCLUDES THE REQUIREMENT TO 
OBTAIN LIABILITY INSURANCE, THE NEED TO SCRUTINIZE 
PROSPECTIVE VOLUNTEERS THROUGH BACKGROUND CHECKS, THE 
REQUIREMENT TO OBTAIN SUITABLE OFFICE SPACE AND GENERALLY TO HIRE 
AT LEAST ONE EMPLOYEE. THE OFFICE OF AGING HAS BEEN INVALUABLE IN 
PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM DAY ONE OF THIS LAUDABLE 



UNDERTAKING TO THE PRESENT. NOTWITHSTANDING, THE ABSENCE OF 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING TO ASSIST IN THIS PHASE HAS SIGNIFICANTLY DELAYED 
THE LAUNCH OF EAST ROCK CREEK VILLAGE AND THE AVAILABILITY 
OF URGENTLY NEEDED SERVICE TO A LARGE SEGMENT OF OUR SENIOR 
RESIDENTS. WE RESPECTFULLYREQUEST THAT THIS COMMITTEE RECOGNIZE 
THAT THERE ARE AN ABUNDANCE OF RESIDENTS READY AND WILLING TO PITCH 
IN TO HELP EACH OTHER THROUGH THE VILLAGE CONCEPT AND THE NOTION OF 
VOLUNTEERISM. WHAT IS NEEDED TO HELP LAUNCH THESE EFFORTS WITH 
DISPATCH IS THE RETURN OF GOVERNMENT START UP FUNDING. VILLAGES 
RECOGNIZE AND ACCEPT THE NOTION THAT FUND RAISING IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE LIFE OF A VILLAGE, THAT FUND RAISING WILL ALWAYS BE AN 
ANNUAL UNDERTAKING. VILLAGES SIMPLY ASK THAT THE GOVERNMENT DO 
WHAT IT HAS TRADITIONALLY UNDERTOOK; TO HELP RESIDENTS HELP 
THEMSELVES BY PROVIDING START UP FUNDING. THE CREATION OF VILLAGES 
IMPROVES IMMENSELY THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR SENIORS, 
DELAYING, AND IN SOME INSTANCES, AVOIDING THE MOVE INTO ASSISTED 
LIVING FACILITIES. YOUR COLLECTIVE CONSIDERATION OF THIS MODEST 
REQUEST WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED BY MANY. 
  
  
  



 
 
LeadingAge DC is an organization of not-for-profit, mission-driven senior service providers 
throughout the District committed to expanding the world of possibilities for aging in the 
nation’s capital. LeadingAge DC members serve thousands of the District’s seniors in affordable 
housing, assisted living, skilled nursing, adult day, and home and community based services. 
Our members are part of the District’s long-term care system. They provide person-centered 
care through quality programs, and serve Washingtonians at all economic and service levels.  
 
Our city is home to over 100,000 seniors age 60 and over. In the last 10 years, the median rent 
for a one-bedroom apartment has doubled and DC has lost more than half of its low-cost rental 
units and 72 percent of its low-value homes.  In the next five years, according to the National 
Housing Trust, the District will face 54 affordable communities coming to the end of their 
federal contracts and putting 5,042 units at risk for opting out and going market rate. The lack 
of affordable housing in the District, which seniors rely on disproportionately on, is staggering.  
 

The City Council must address the growing need for safe, affordable, supportive housing for DC 
residents to age in place. Combined with supportive home-and-community based services, 
housing is the largest and most cost-effective part of our long-term care system. The Council 
can, and should, minimize the need for costly institutionalization where possible. According to 
the Money Follows the Person (MFP) staff, one of the largest barriers to moving citizens out of 
institutional settings is the lack of affordable housing to serve those with the lowest incomes.  

In order to better serve our seniors and to make Washington, D.C. an Age-Friendly City for 
those at all income levels, we urge you to take the following actions:  
 
Support Baseline Funding of $100 million for the Housing Production Trust Fund 
Include FY16 funding levels of $100 million for the DHCD Housing Production Trust Fund, a 
minimum of $2 million for the tenant-based Local Rent Supplement Program, and a minimum 
of $1 million to the Housing First program to facilitate transition to supportive senior housing. 
 
Conduct Oversight and Reform of the Single Family Residential Rehabilitation Program 
(SFRRP) and the Handicapped Accessibility Improvement Program (HAIP)  
Review DHCD implementation of these programs and efforts to address backlog of applicants. 
In addition the Committee should hold a hearing to review the recommendations of the Task 
Force for Single Family Residential and Rehabilitation Program (SFRRP) and Handicapped 
Accessibility Improvement Program (HAIP); especially those recommendations that can achieve:  
 



a. Eliminating the requirement for renters in the Elderly and Persons with 
Disabilities Waiver (EPD), the Developmental Disabilities Waiver (DD), and 
Money Follows the Person (MFP) programs to be deemed ineligible for funding 
by these programs before Medicaid will cover the expense.     
 

b. Creating a new, small budget program, that provides funding for the elderly and 
disabled to make modifications to their home for accessibility and safety. This is 
a quick and efficient way to retain, or return seniors home safely.    
 

c. Simplifying and expediting the application and process for the larger Single 
Family Residential Rehabilitation Program (SFRRP) to facilitate timely repairs and 
code remediation issues. 
 

Encourage Interagency Collaboration and Increased Capacity for DCOA to Assist Seniors with 
Housing Challenges through:   
 

a. Links with housing counseling agencies and those providing support for low-income 
home owners on foreclosure prevention, reverse mortgages, home equity loan 
products and DC programs for rehab and accessibility.   
 

b. Housing resource training for all DCOA and ADRC staff members who are involved in 
information and referral functions.  

 
If you have any questions regarding LeadingAge DC, our members, or the seniors we serve, 
please contact Christy Kramer, LeadingAge DC Director at (202) 508-9446.  
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