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GENERAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. Please provide the agency’s mission statement. 

 

ANSWER:  To serve as an advisory board to the Mayor, the Council, and the Director on 

the process, issues, and consequences of the reintegration of returning citizens into the 

general population 

 

 

2. Please list all statutory mandates with which the agency must comply. 

 

ANSWER: Please see D.C. Code § 24-1303, Establishment of the Commission on Re-

Entry and Returning Citizen Affairs 

 

 

3. Please separately list all reports or reporting currently required of the agency in the District of 

Columbia Code or Municipal Regulations. Provide a description of whether the agency is in 

compliance with these requirements, and if not, why not (e.g. the purpose behind the requirement 

is moot, etc.). 

 

ANSWER:  Review and submit to the Mayor, the Council, and the Office an annual report 

that shall be submitted to the Mayor and the Council within 90 days after the end of each 

fiscal year, be the subject of a public hearing before the Council, and include: 

● A summary of the recommendations of the Commission, including a summary of 

required monthly meetings pursuant to subsection (b)(7) of this section; 

● A budget breakdown, with supporting budget documents, detailing the fiscal 

implications of the Commission’s recommendations; 

● Executive branch policy and legislative priorities of the Commission for the 

following fiscal year; and 

● A summary of community outreach efforts undertaken by members of the 

Commission. 

 

An Annual Report was due on January 1, 2019; however, the document is still being 

finalized. Once it is finalized, we will submit the final report to the Mayor and Council. 

 

 

4. What are the metrics regularly used by the agency to evaluate its operations? Please be 

specific about which data points are monitored by the agency. 

 

ANSWER:  

 Amount of attendance and active participation of Commission members in 

monthly meetings.  

 Quantity and quality of outreach efforts to returning citizens, their family 

members and their supporters.  

 Number of goals achieved that were set for the fiscal year. 
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 Number and quality of policy and legislative recommendations made to Mayor, 

Council and Office of Returning Citizens. 

 Timeliness of the submission of our required Annual Report. 

 

 

5. Please describe any initiatives or programs that the agency implemented in FY 18 and FY 19, 

to date, to improve the internal operations of the agency or the interaction of the agency with 

outside parties. Please describe the funding required and the results, or expected results, of each 

initiative. 

 

ANSWER:  Re-entry forum in DC DOC and participation in the K2 campaign. 

 

 

6. What are the agency’s top five priorities? Please explain how the agency expects to address 

these priorities in FY 19. 

 

ANSWER:  Under the new leadership of Chairman Knight the commission wants to 

explore and focus on voting rights for incarcerated individuals (possibly absentee votes), 

developing ban the box further, developing workforce incentive programs further, 

identifying children with incarcerated parents (and help connect to services), and discuss 

with DCPS the possibility of getting more vocational trainings at the school. 

 

 

7. Please list all pending lawsuits that name the agency as a party. Identify which cases on the list 

are lawsuits that potentially expose the District to financial liability or will result in a change in 

agency practices and describe the current status of the litigation. Please provide the extent of 

each claim, regardless of its likelihood of success. For those identified, please include an 

explanation about the issue involved in each case. 

 

ANSWER:  The Commission has no pending lawsuits. 

 

 

8. Please list all settlements entered into by the agency or by the District on behalf of the agency 

in FY 18 or FY 19, to date, and provide the parties’ names, the amount of the settlement, and if 

related to litigation, the case name and a brief description of the case. If unrelated to litigation, 

please describe the underlying issue or reason for the settlement (e.g. administrative complaint, 

etc.). 

 

ANSWER:  The Commission has not entered into any settlements. 

 

 

9. Please provide the number of FOIA requests for FY 18, and FY 19, to date, that were 

submitted to your agency. Include the number granted, partially granted, denied and pending. In 

addition, please provide the average response time, the estimate number of FTEs required to 

process requests, the estimated number of hours spend responding to these requests, and the cost 

of compliance.  
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ANSWER:  The Commission did not have any FOIA requests. 

 

 

10. Please list and describe any ongoing investigations, audits, or reports on the agency or any 

employee of the agency that were completed during FY 18 and FY 19, to date. 

 

ANSWER:  The Commission has no ongoing investigations. 

 

 

11. Please provide a list of all studies, research papers, reports, and analyses that the agency 

prepared or contracted for during FY 18 and FY 19, to date. Please state the status and purpose 

of each. Please submit a hard copy to the Committee if the study, research paper, report, or 

analysis is complete. 

 

ANSWER:  The Commission did not have any reports, studies, or research papers 

prepared in FY18 and FY19, to date.  

 

 

ADVISING ON THE REINTEGRATION OF RETURNING CITIZENS 

 

12. Please provide a current list of voting members of the Commission, their initial dates of 

appointment, the date their current terms end, and the number of meetings of the Commission 

they have attended since appointment.  

 

ANSWER:   

BOARD OR 

COMMISSION 

- B or C 

First 

Name 

Last Name Appointment 

Status 

Term 

end 

Ward 

of 

Reside

nce 

Seat 

Designation 

(specific 

role) 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

James  Berry, Jr. Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2020 Ward 

4 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Leon Fields Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2020 Ward 

4 

Public 

Member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Clarence Johnson Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

8 

Public 

Member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Corwin Knight Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

8 

Public 

member 
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Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

John 

Peterbug 

Matthews New member 

appointment 

in progress 

8/4/2021 Ward 

6 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Larry Moon New member 

appointment 

in progress 

8/4/2020 Ward 

7 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Tanisha Murden Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

6 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Nicole Porter Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

4 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Paula Thompson Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Maryl

and 

Reside

nt 

Public 

Member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Decarlo  Washington Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

7 

Public 

member 

Commission on 

Re-Entry and 

Returning 

Citizen Affairs 

Eric Weaver Active / 

filled seat 

8/4/2019 Ward 

8 

Public 

member 

 

 

13. For each voting member of the Commission, please list whether the member is a returning 

citizen, a representative from an established District-based public, private, nonprofit, or 

volunteer community organization involved with the provision of services for returning citizens, 

the incarcerated, and their families, or a member of a group, organization, or service provider 

that focuses on the needs of female returning citizens. 

 

ANSWER:  Of the active commissioners’ eight are returning citizen, three are part of an 

established district-based public, private, nonprofit, or volunteer community organization 

involved with the provision of services for returning citizens. 

 

 

 

14. Please provide, for each ex-officio, non-voting member of the Commission, the number of 

meetings of the Commission the ex-officio member, or their designee, has attended in FY 18 and 

FY 19, to date. 
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ANSWER:  The Commission has not had ex-officio members attend meetings with 

enough frequency. This is something the new leadership of the commission is expected to 

address in the second quarter of FY19. 

 

 

15. For FY 18 and FY 19, to date, for each meeting of the Commission, please provide the 

proposed agenda, the minutes of the meeting, the voting and ex-officio members in attendance, 

and whether a quorum was present. 

 

ANSWER:  See attached. 

 

 

16. Please provide any rules of procedure that have been adopted by the Commission. 

 

ANSWER:  See attached. 

 

 

17. Please provide any annual reports submitted to the Mayor and the Council by the 

Commission since its establishment. 

 

ANSWER:  Commission has completed FY17 Annual Report and is working on the 

completion of FY18 Annual report, which we anticipate to be completed soon.  

 

 

18. Please list any public hearings or community meetings on returning citizen issues attended by 

voting Commissioners in FY 18, or FY 19, to date. 

 

ANSWER:    

Date Name of Event 

5/25/2018 Entrepreneurship Session at DOC 

7/28/2018 5th Annual Returning Citizen Family Day Cookout 

7/31/2018 Empowerment Session with YME Unit at DOC 

9/12/2018 Power to the Polls at New Bethel Baptist Church 

9/24/2018 Ready Center Kickoff Orientation 

9/25/2018 Spirit of Democracy 

10/12/2018 Reentry Empowerment Expo at DOC 

11/4/2018 The Vote 

11/8/2018 Broccoli Talks #2 

11/15/2018 From Inside to Outside 

2/10/2019 The Spirit of Reform Brunch 

 

 

19. Please provide any policy recommendations made by the Commission on legislation, 

regulations, policies, and programs affecting returning citizens in FY 18, or FY 19, to date. 

 



Page 7 of 7 
 

ANSWER:  Please see question #6. 
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