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REGUIATION 74-20

(c) Penalties. Any person who willfully violates any provision of this Act
or any rules or order of the Commission shall be fined no more than $5,000
for each such violation. ) _ ) &

(d) Nothing herein shall prohibit any landlord or tenant from brin:, g
a civil course of action in a court of competent jurisdiction to enforce any
right conferred upon said landlord or tenant pursuant to this regulation.

(e) Termination. The provisions of this regulation shall terminate as

provided by the Act. .

o’
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APPOINTED COUNCIL DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1967-1974

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
HOUSING RENT COMMISSION

October 3, 1974

Honorable Sterling Tucker

Chairman

Housing and Urban Development Committee
City Council, District of Columbia
District Building, Room 500

Washington, D. C. 20004

Dear Mr. Tucker:

In light of certain unforeseen and inexplicable delays in
obtaining administrative and budgetary support for the legisla-

tively mandated activities of the Housing Rent Commission from
the Government of the District of Columbia, the Commission is
now faced with a crisis which threatens the effective implementa-
tion of the Rent Control regulation which became effective on
August 1, 1974.

Section 9 of this regulation requires that landlords submit
property registration statements on forms approved by the Com-
mission within sixty days of the appointment and confirmation of
a quorum of the Commission members. This sixty-day period ex-
pires on October 21, 1974, after which period landlords who have

not filed will be in violation of Section 9 and will be subject
to a penalty of up to $5,000 under Section 14(c) of the regulation.

Because of the unforeseen and inexplicable delays to which
I alluded above, the Commission has been unable to prepare the
necessary landlord registration forms, despite the fact that we
have worked days, nights, and even on weekends to produce such

forms. The perfection of that form was especially tedious be-

cause we had no typing help, we had delays in having items repro-
duced, and formal minutes couldn't be kept because we were forced
to operate without a secretary or even a tape recorder throughout.
And when we did struggle through with the form, we got after-the-
fact technical advice on its layout and style which required its
major re-design and further delay in spite of the fact that we had
originally requested such assistance from the beginning. Then,
when we received the first batch of ten thousand or more late and
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Honorable Sterling Tucker ~¥§
October 3, 1974 1
Page 2 B &

without 2 prior proof as had been stipulated, e found spelling
errors, inconsistencies with our formally voted instructions and
obvious oversights affecting the convenience with which 1andlords
could £ill it out. Even as of this letter, not even as many as
twenty thousand corrected forms are available tO the public fox s

the two hundred thousand rental units that must be registered in
less than thirty days-

1t is rather obvious to me that because of the delay in pre-
paring the 1landlord registration form and having it available for
filing by 1andlords, few, if any landlords can reasonably be ex~
pected to have them submitted tO the Commission by the October 21lst
deadline. We are thus confronted with the dilemma of finding
virtually every 1andlord in the city in violation of Section 9 of

the regulation through no fault of his oWDs or having the Commission
itself in violation of the regulation for failing tO enforce Section 9.

Therefore, OD behalf of the Commission, I must request that the
Erovision;in Sectiqn”ggg)rgfpghe regulation requiring that landlords

submig_registration_spatements to the Commission{Witpin_siEFX“days7

of the appointment and confirmationpaf a quorum of the Commission B
members bgygggnggd byﬂgpgﬂgounci;ﬂsg#gg_to extend the deadline for

ﬁi;ingﬂenother thirty days. This is a matter of utmost importance
which affects the very credibility and viability of the Commission.

o

Timothy L. Jen fns, Chairman
Housing Rent cémmission

gincerely your
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3851 Calvert St., N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20007
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CERTIFIED MAIL o :
'RETURN RECEIPT REQ..’TuD . .. October 15, 1974

Housing Rent Commission

Go verrmment of the District of Columbisa

Munsey Building, Suite 600 o | o
1329 E Street, N, W, - o o
VWashington, D, C., 2000l : :

Attention: Mr, William Bodwitch
Gentlemen: .

When the Rent Control Reguiation for the District of Colum- .
bia became law on August 1, 1974, we adjusted our rents according
“to the law and waited patiently for the Housing Rent Commission
to be formed., = L L R

ment in Rent Ceiling Because of Hardship" (Sections 6 and 7) have
~not been put together, L o B . :

. Section 7 of the law provides for an upward or downward
adjuciment of the real ceiling upon submittal by the landlord
a (and favorable review by the Commission) of a petition preparead.

'by the landlord on a form approved by the Commission,

" . A discussion by my representative (Mr; Albert Pollin) with
your Mr. Bodwitch on October 2, 1974 revealed that these forms
are not available and mavy be available by October 21, 1974. Since.

© We are suffering extreme financial hardships daily, we are request-

ing that you review the attached request for adjustment as soon as
- possible, o - . SR as

] We have noted that there are landlords that have not rolled
: back their rents ag required by the law. If the Commission fails
to_develop adjustment procedures, landlords have no alternative
but to take appropriate measures tg avoid financial disaster.

‘Please feel free to contact any of the_follbwing in regard
to this request: ' . S _ :

Mr. Jack Pollin Mr. Albert Pollin
3851 Calvert St., N, W, - 8809 Walnut Hill Road
Washington, D. C. 20007 Che

Chase, Md. 20015
FE, ,7-7182‘ ) 657-‘-%952 293-5752

Now, bvér two months have passed andlthe'machanicé for "Adjust- -
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Mr. Charles Rurwitz

1609 Connecticut Ave., N. W,
‘Washington, D. C. 20009

AD. L-L72l )

_ In the
we are enclosing a self addressed stamped envelo

{:¢f:f~Y§ur.Pr°mpt action will be appreciated,

- — —— e - . . N - T

'f?cbif'Mf; Chafles Hurwitz'w/én°1?"
S 77.Miss M. A, Beller, Esq.

<= 77 “Mr, Sterling Tucker .
... Mayor Walter Washington

w/éncl.,.ﬁ¢i  ‘\

-——

. Tt _Z_Washington Board of Realtors

#9* P The wWashington Post -

() _

ovent you insist that we apvly on the required forms

_ 7J0ffice of Consumer Affairs- Mrs.'Barbéra Crawforé

Mr. William Rasberry =
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_Jgan‘foryard these forms to us when they are available.
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‘Notice to vacate
sent to tenant,
copytoC_amissim,

l

)

P
VI

Carmission issues,
crder temporarily
restraining
enforcement of .
Notice to Vacate.
within 5 days,
indicating that |
the notice is |
invalid on its
face.

If, within 5 cays
cf service on
tenant, he chal-
leng2s legal
sufficiercy, he

HRC shall consider|
prima fzcie with-
in 5 days.

* PROCEDURE WHEN COMMISSION DETERMINES.THAT NOTICE

TO VACATE IS PRIMA FACIE INVALID
(Section 6.1 Rules of Procedure)
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I Camission -
) Hearing on legal . announces its Cammission sends
. |randlord to file suffici to be decision en written cdecision
rarorandum in held wathan 15 . valigity of to eg;:h pifty
suppart of legal '——ﬁ“days'if raquested-—-% Notice to Vacateﬁ on? y aZter
suffici and by either party. | immediately it's decision
Notice to Vacate . after hearing. is ammounced. I
]

If no hearing is |
recquested,
Cammission issues

Notice to Vacate
within 8 days i
Tenant to file memo= - loxd's memorandum!

rardum in supvort
of Camission's

files recuest for >J 1. It fails. restraining order .
hearing. Copy 4] 2. It appears within 10 days of
coes to lardlard sufficient. receipt of the ordex.
ard a statcment 2. ERC I
of sexvice is 7 Notifies
submitted. parties.
1

If tenant gytb;mﬂ‘ Camission . Camission sends: s
Sisputes reascns S5 arnounces its —— uritten decision! A
for Yotice to ev:dmciary — Gecision at close g‘gﬁh party |
Vacate, he files poguing s of hearing. 2 days a’ter its'
recuest for . e - Seian 3

R e s | decision is
hearing within announced.
S days.

30-Day Process

\ = —————
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PROCEDURE WHEN COMMISSION D”TEFMINES THAT NOTICE

‘Notice to vacate
sent to tenant,
copy to Oa'x:iss:.cm

. Cammission issues,
e OYGEYr temporarily
restraining
enforcement of

A

tNotice to Vacate
within 5 days,
indicating that
the notice is
invalid on its
face.

i

TO VACATE

(Section,

IS PRIMA FACIE INVALID
6.1 Rules of Procedure)

Landlord to file
marorandum in

suffici ard
Notice to Vacate
within 5 days
(Should request
a hearing within
5 days.)

Hearing on legal »
suffici to be
held within 15

bye:.tlnrparty

firal order on
Notice to Vacate

If, within 5 days within 8 days '
of sarvice on HRC shall consider] receipt of land-
tenant, he chal- E facie with- Tenant to file memor - loxd's memorandum!
lenges lecal 5 days. randum in support
ficiercy, he of Camission's
files recuest for > 1. It fails. restraining order
hearing. Ccpy 2. It appears within 10 days of
goes to landlard © sufficient. receipt of the arder.
and a statoment J2. e
of sexvice is [~ 7 Notifies
sukmitted. pardes.
1

If terant gyfh:nmth Camission i Comission sends.

isgutes reasons : ; announces its - > :s:on'
Zer Yotice to 7| cvidenciary — decision at close glggg :i;.zc:ty
Vzcate, he files hear::.ng is of hearing. 2 days a’ter its'
recuest for held e - 1 decision is
g.eqring within announcad.

cays. I

support of legal —\‘days if requestadﬂ

Camission issues] .
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Camission
announces its
decision on
validity of
Notice to Vacate
immediately

—

Camissicn serds
written éecision
to each party
one day after
it's decision
is announced.

30~Day Process

B
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o 103

Requests and
issuance of

- Pegistration
Forms
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| within 15 days.

3c. Necessary action
taken and returned
within 10 days with
copy of notice to
tenants of rent adjust
ment;

LY 1
3
;
i
. A ‘
ﬁ *IADIORD REGISTRATION' :
;
' - Files
Forms received by Camission:
. 1. Opensd, date stamped. - .
_ 2. File No. given.
3. 2ddress index card typed and filed.
a. All ok - file
b. Incamplete - return with form letter
c. Rent over ceiling - retum with fom Necessary action
letter. B
taken and returned

Challenge to Camussion
mling-

Becames request
A for hearing.
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- In RE s el nl Ave Ant
APT BLDG. Apt. tw-.;; address)
o 4200 Cothoedeal Avenne, MW,
Petition Tlor Ad_]uxtment
To Rent Ceiling

No.

s 00 e

3
J .

Request is hereby made for adjustment 'in the rent ceiling

applicable to the above-captioned housing accommodation by reason of

hardship.
see attached list

.

The present rent cezllng is § COLUM“ B per month. ' g

($5
The adjusted rent ceiling prayed for lS 3 COLUMN A per month,

($61,158. )
effective November 1, 1974, or sooner if possible.

.

The name(s) of the tenant(s) of the said housing accommodation

is/are Furnished uoon request . . .

The reason(s) for the adjustment prayed for is/are:

Increase in property taxes .

Unavoidable increases in operating costs and .«
malntenance expenses since February, 1973

Increases in living space or related services

1 4

Capital 1mor0vement bR a i SHEES
pehabillizariany as deflned by the Internal Revenue Code.

Inability to earn a reasonable return on
investment. ‘ -

s . .

i Rents substantially below market for comparable

accommodations. C . S .
51nce . e eescsesnns

Losses incurred GiFisE June =hu~zn1v#~"?rﬁ4 due

to inability to pass throuch increases in operatirg

‘costs during the Rent Increase Moratorium,

13' R 1_3 '13 13" ljlﬂj

Other

;Ij

[Speciiy]
‘Petitioner respectfully requests that the Commission promptly

notify the aforesaid tenant of the filing of this Petitign pursuant

to § 7 (b) of Regulation No. 74-20.

- \
Petitioner respectfully.requests that a hearing on this ‘
-

matter be held promptly and that'all petitions filed simultaneously
- herewith for adjustments to the rent ceiling for housing accommoda-

tions located in this same building be consglidated for hearing.
. . . ,‘

M;vw«// 9-\!7\»'.\

: gblgnatur

] RAYMOND J. HOWAR - I
- Name v
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