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redemption period, the record owner shall be notified, by certified or registered
mail, of the final date by which he must redeem his property.

Section 127. DEEDS TO THE DISTRICT

Upon issuance of a deed to the District of Columbia pursuant to Section
437 of the Act, all outstanding ta xes, penalties and interest, and charges of
any kind which may be due as to the property described in the deed, shall be
expunged.

Section 128. TAX DEFERRAL

(a) Taxpayers eligible under Section 435 of the Act may defer payment of
any real property tax owed in excess of 110 per centum of his immediate preceding
year's real property tax liability.

(b) Taxpayers eligible under Section 436 of the Act may defer payment of
any real property tax owed which is attributable to an increase in assessed value
of more than 25 per cent over the assessment of the immediately previous fiscal
year.

(c) The taxpayer must have owned the residential real property for which
the tax deferral is claimed for at least 60 consecutive months prior to July 1
of the tax year in which the deferral is requested.

Section 129, COMPUTATION OF DEFERRAL AMOUNTS

(@) Increases in assessed valuation resulting from improvements made
since the last previous assessment may not be included in the calculation of
the increase in real estate tax payable for purposes of Section 435 and 436 of
the Act. The amount of increased value resulting from improvements to the
property shall be provided by the Commissioner upon request.

(b) Any increase in tax attributable to increases in the tax rate shall not
be included in the computation of deferral amount in the case of eligible tax-
payers with household adjusted gross incomes in excess of $20,000.

Section 130. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL

(a) Written requests for deferral must be filed at the same time that the
first half tax bills are due and payable. Reasonable extensions of time may be
granted by the Commissioner upon written request and for good cause shown.

(b) Adjustments in tax liability resulting from tax deferrals shall be made
on the second half tax bill. No adjustments shall be made on the first half tax
bill.

(c) A taxpayer who elects to pay both his first half and second half bills
on or before the due date for the first half payment shall not deduct his claimed
amount of deferral from the amount of tax due. The amount of deferral for which
he is eligible will be refunded after review and approval of the request for deferral.

(d) Taxes deferred pursuant to Sections 435 and 436 of the Act shall bear
interest compounded annually. The rate of interest applied in each year shall be
the average Treasury bill rate for the twelve months preceding July 1l of the tax
year in which the deferral is granted, as certified by the Secretary of the Treasury
to the Commissioner.

Section 131. COMBINED HOUSEHOLD ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME
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1 (@) For purposes of the application of Sections 435 and 436 of the Act, the
2 words "combined household adjusted gross income" shall mean the adjusted gross
3 incomes (for District income tax purposes) of all members of the taxpayer's family
4 who resided in the residential real property during the previous calendar year.
5
6 Section 132. TAX RELIEF FOR HISTORIC SITES
7
8 (@) The Joint Committee on Landmarks of the National Capital shall on or
9 before December 15, 1975, provide the Commissioner with a listing of all buildings
10 which they have designated historic landmarks, and shall notify the Commissioner
11 on or before June 15 and December 15 of each succeeding year of any additions or
12 deletions to such listing.
13
14 (b) In order to be eligible for tax relief provided by Section 432 of the Act,
15 owners of buildings which have been designated historic landmarks by the Joint
16 Committee on Landmarks of the National Capital shall enter into an agreement
17 with the Commissioner for a period of not less than twenty years to use and main-
18 tain the building in a manner which will assure the continued maintenance and
19 preservation of the building as an historic site.
20
21 (c) An eligible building whose owner has entered into an agreement with the
22 Commissioner in accordance with sub-section (b) of this section shall, in addition
23 to being assessed at full market value, be assessed, both as to land and improve-
24 ments, as an historic site, which latter assessment, if it is less than the full
25 market value determined without regard to the historic nature of the building, shall be
26 the basis of tax liability to the District of Columbia.
27
28 (d) If the Commissioner determines that a building or any part thereof as
29 to which an agreement has been entered into with the District in accordance with
30 sub-section (b) of this section was not used and properly maintained in accord-
31 ance with the agreement during all or any part of any fiscal year, such building,
32 or part thereof, shall be assessed for such fiscal year, or part thereof, on the
33 basis of full market value. The difference, if any, between the assessments made
34 on the basis of full market value and the assessments primarily made on the basis
35 of the current use of the land and improvements shall be the basis of tax liability
36 for violation of the agreement. Any back taxes, plus interest at the prevailing
37 United States Treasury rate of interest for the fiscal year or part thereof during
38 which the terms of the agreement were not met, which may be due and owing shall
39 be payable within sixty (60) days after the date of mailing by the Commissioner of
40 a notice to the owner of the amount of taxes and interest due.
41
42 Section 133. ELIGIBILITY FOR EXEMPTION
43
44 Real property must meet all of the following conditions to be eligible
45 for exemption from taxation.
46
47 (a) Title to the real property for which exemption is sought must be
48 recorded in the name of the organization, or institution requesting exemption
49 from taxation on or prior to the effective date of the exemption; and
50
51 (b) Must be occupied by and used by the organization or institution seeking
52 exemption for at least one of the types or categories of exempt purposes as defined
53 in the real estate tax exemption act of December 24, 1942 (Section 47-801, D, C.
54 Code).
55
56 Section 134. APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION
57
58 (a) Exemptions from taxation of real property must be by written application
59 except for the following:
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1 (1) Property owned by the United States Government;
2
3 (2) Property owned by the Government of the District of Columbia;
4
5 (3) Property owned by the Commonwealth of the Philippines and used
6 for government purposes;
7
8 (4) Property owned by foreign governments not under a treaty agree-
9 ment and used for legation purposes;
10
11 (5) Property specifically exempt by Acts of Congress.
12
13 (b) (1) All applications for an exemption of real property must be in
14 writing and filed with the Commissioner.
15
16 (2) The following information must be included in the application
17 for exemption:
18
19 a. Name of the applicant;
20
21 b. Location, square, and lot number of the real property
22 involved;
23
24 c. Date real property was acquired;
25
26 d. Current and proposed future use of real property;
27
28 e. Description of the activities of the applicant;
29
30 f. Name, address, and telephone number of person to be
31 contacted for an inspection of the real property;
32
33 g. Such other information as the Commissioner may require.
34
35 (c) Action on Applications
36
37 (1) Real properties for which an application for an exemption has
38 been filed shall be physically inspected to verify and evaluate data in the appli-
39 cation and results of the inspection will be recorded.
40
41 (2) Written notice of the granting or denial of an application for
42 exemption shall be mailed to the applicant and shall cite the provision of law
43 under which an exemption is granted, or the reason for its denial and the effective
44 date of the exemption, if approved.
45
46 (3) If a request for an exemption is denied, the procedure for appeal
47 will be included in the notice to the applicant for exemption.
48
49 Section 135. TAXABLE OR EXEMPT STATUS
50
51 (a) Tax status of any real property on July 1 of any year will prevail for
52 the respective properties for the entire fiscal year except for properties sold by
53 the U. S. Government after July 1, in which case the property tax will be computed
54 on a pro-rata basis beginning with the date of sale and will be payable by the
55 property buyer.
56
57 (b) Requests for exemption from property tax if approved are effective on
58 July 1 of the fiscal year for which the exemption is granted.
59

60 (c) Property, except for property sold by the United States, which loses its
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exempt status for any reason becomes taxable on July 1 following the date the
exemption expires.

Section 136. ANNUAL REPORT ON EXEMPT REAL PROPERTIES

(@) Every owner of real property exempt from taxation, except the United
States Government, the District of Columbia Government, and foreign governments
must furnish the Commissioner a report on or before March 1 of each year stating
under oath the purpose for which the exempt property has been used during the
preceding calendar year.

(b) Annually, on or before February 1, notice of the reporting requirement,
together with a report form prescribed by the Commissioner, shall be mailed to
each such owner of exempt property. Failure of the owner to receive the notice
or report form shall not relieve the owner from compliance with the requirements
of sub-section (a) of this section.

(c) A second notice will be mailed to each non-responding owner no later
than ten (10) days prior to March 1 of each year restating the filing requirement.
Failure of the owner to receive the notice or report form shall not relieve the
owner from compliance with the requirements of sub-section (a) of this section.

Section 137. EXTENSIONS OF TIME

For good cause shown, the Commissioner may extend the time for filing
the annual report of an exempt organization for a period not to exceed thirty (30)
days after March 1, providing such request for extension is filed prior to March 1.

Section 138. ASSESSMENT OF UNREPORTED PROPERTIES

(a) If the report required to be filed by sub-section (a) of section 136 is
not filed within the time provided therefor, or as extended by the Commissioner,
the property affected shall immediately be assessed and taxed but the tax assessed
under this section shall be for a minimum period of thirty (30) days.

(b) A tax bill shall be mailed to the owner for each month or portion of a
month that the report remains unfiled, together with interest thereon at the rate
provided by law.

(c) Exempt properties upon which taxes are delinquent are subject to
inclusion in the annual tax sale in the same manner as other delinquent properties.

Section 139. REVIEW OF REPORTS

(@) Annual reports will be reviewed each year to determine eligibility for
exemption for the ensuing fiscal year.

(b) The Commissioner may require the furnishing of additional information
and may conduct a physical inspection of the property at his discretion.

(c) Any property no longer eligible for exemption shall be returned to a
taxable status effective July 1 of the ensuing fiscal year and the owners so notified
in writing.

(d) If after the filing of the annual report but prior to July 1 of any vyear it is
determined by the Commissioner that the property is no longer entitled to be exempt
from tax the exemption shall be terminated as of July 1.
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Section 140. EFFECTIVE DATE

Except as otherwise specifically provided in the Act or in these regulations,
these regulations shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Council.
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Regulation
of the
Bistrirt of Columbiyg

TITLE A REGULATION REQUIRING SAFEGUARDS ON THE SALE OF LIVE TURTLES OR

TURTLE EGGS

Dr. Henry S. Robinson, Jr.
---------------------------------- Presents the following regulation:

WHEREAS, the District of Columbia Council is authorized, pursuant to

1
2 paragraph (4) of Section 402 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1967, to make
3 regulations under D. C. Code, sections 1-226 and 1-227, for the protection
4 of the health of persons within the District of Columbia; and
5
6 WHEREAS, the District of Columbia Council is authorized, pursuant to
7 paragraphs (134) through (136) of Section 402 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of
8 1967, to make regulations regarding the control of communicable diseases;
9 and
10
11 WHEREAS, the District of Columbia Council finds that diseased turtles
12 pose a particular health hazard with regard to salmonella infection for humans,
13 particularly young children.
14
15 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the District of Columbia Council
16 that:
17
18 Section 1. Section 8-5:107 of the Health Regulations of the District
19 of Columbia (as incorporated by reference into Title 6A, DCRR) is amended by
20 adding the following new subsection at the end thereof:
21
22 "(f) Salmonella and the sale and distribution of turtles.
23
24 "(1) Definitions. As used in this subsection the term —

"(A) 'Person' means any individual, corporation,
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company, partnership, association, or other entity.

"(B) 'Turtle' means any animal of the order Testudinata
(Chelonia), class Reptilia, having a carapace length of less than 4 inches,
including those commonly known as turtles, tortoises, and terrapins,
except marine species (families Dermochildae and Cheloniidae).

"(2) Sale of turtles. No person shall sell or offer for sale or
distribution to the public, turtles or viable turtle eggs unless prior to such
sale, offer, or distribution thereof there is filed with the Director proof that
such turtles or turtle eggs come from a lot which has been certified to be
free from the bacteria of the salmonella and Arizona genera, in accordance
with procedures outlined in 42 CFR 72. 26.

"(3) Duties of wholesalers and retailers.

“(A) It shall be the duty and obligation of all persons
selling or offering for sale or distribution turtles or viable turtle eggs at
wholesale to provide the retail dealer with the certificate of proof required
by paragraph (2) regarding the lot of turtles which is then the subject of
sale.

"(B) It shall be the duty of all wholesale and retail
dealers to maintain turtle storage and display facilities free from the bacteria
of the salmonella and Arizona genera.

"(4) Destruction of diseased turtles.

"(A) The Director may at any time take samples of
tank water or any other appropriate method or sampling of turtles offered for
sale or distribution and, after testing by a method deemed by the Director to
be appropriate for the determination of the presence of such bacteria, order
the humane destruction of any turtle, lots of turtles, or turtle eggs found to
be contaminated with bacteria of the salmonella and Arizona genera or found
to be held in water contaminated with such bacteria.

"(B) Such order shall be in writing, state with
particularity the facts upon which it is based, including the specification of
the tests utilized, and shall be served upon the person in whose possession
the turtles or turtle eggs are found.

"(C) Any person receiving such an order for destruction
shall within 10 days of the date of the notice —

"(i) destroy and dispose of such turtles or
turtle eggs in a manner satisfactory to the Director, and so notify the Director
in writing:

"(ii) request in writing that the Director destroy
such turtles or turtle eggs; or

"(iii) notify the Director in writing that he wishes
to appeal the demand for destruction.

"(D) In the event of such an appeal, the Director shall
provide an opportunity for a hearing, by written notice to the appellant,
specifying a time and place for the hearing, to be held within 10 days of the
notice, Such hearing on appeal shall be consistent with hearing procedures
afforded under the District of Columbia Administrative Procedures Act.
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"(E) After service of an order for destruction of turtles or
turtle eggs and pending their destruction or withdrawal of the demand by the
Director following an appeal, the person in possession of the turtles or turtle
eggs shall not sell, distribute, or otherwise dispose of any of the turtles
or turtle eggs except to destroy the same as herein provided. Such person
shall additionally take all reasonable steps necessary to ensure the
containment of such contamination and safety of humans and other animals
therefrom, pending final disposition of the appeal.

"(5) Warning notice to public. The following warning notice shall
be posted conspicuously at every display of turtles for retail sale or
distribution or where the public may handle turtles, unless the requirement
is waived in writing by the Director:

" 'CAUTION: Turtles may transmit bacteria
causing disease in humans. Therefore, it is important to:

(1) wash the hands thoroughly after handling
turtles or material in a turtle bowl;

(2) prevent water or any other items from a
turtle bowl from coming in contact with food or other areas
where food is prepared;

(3) ensure that these precautions are followed
by children or others handling turtles. '

"(6) Sale of turtle food. No person shall sell or offer for sale or
distribution to the public turtle food unless such turtle food is free of the
bacteria of the salmonella and Arizona genera.

"(7) Exceptions for certain special purposes. The provisions of
this subsection shall not apply to turtles offered for sale, or distributed for
bona fide educational, zoological, medical, scientific, or exhibition
purposes, other than use as pets."

Section 2. Section 8-4:907 of the Health Regulations of the District of
Columbia is amended by adding the following new subsection at the end thereof:

"(e) Turtles. The operator of a pet shop shall comply
with the provisions of section 8-5:107 (f) of these
regulations regarding the sale and distribution of
turtles in the District of Columbia. "

Section 3. The amendments made by this regulation shall take effect
thirty days after the date of enactment.





