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ABOUT THE COUNCIL OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The Council of the District of Columbia is the legislative 
branch of the District of Columbia government. The 
Council’s central role as a legislative body is to make 
laws. As the chief policy-making body for the District 
of Columbia, the Council’s mission is to provide 
strong, innovative and effective leadership for the 
benefit of residents across the city. The Council’s 
responsibilities also include approving the 
government’s annual budget and oversight of agencies, 
commissions, boards and other instruments of 
District government.

The Council meets as a legislative body at 10:00 a.m. on 
the first Tuesday of every month in the Council Chamber 
(Room 500).  Council meetings and hearings can be 
viewed on the Council Channel (see provider for channel) 
or by visiting dccouncil.us.

GOVERNMENT AND BUDGET
OVERSIGHT

Council committees review the performance of 
government programs and agencies to ensure they 
are serving their established purposes and operating 
under pertinent regulations and budget targets. The 
Council also holds annual budget oversight hearings in 
preparation for approving a city budget recommended 
by the Mayor. The law requires that the District operate 
with a balanced budget so expenditures do not exceed 
income.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES

Responding to constituents’ concerns is a major 
responsibility for the Council. Staff members are 
assigned to find solutions for problems and address 
complaints. You can contact your Councilmember’s 
office directly or call the Council’s general line at 
202.724.8000.  The Council of the District of Columbia         councilofdc         DC Council

COMMITTEES

Committee of the Whole

Committee on Business and Economic 
Development

Committee on Government Operations 
and Facilities

Committee on Health

Committee on Housing and Executive 
Administration 

Committee on Human Services

Committee on the Judiciary and Public 
Safety

Committee on Labor and Workforce 
Development

Committee on Recreation, Libraries and 
Youth Affairs

Committee on Transportation and the 
Environment



MEET THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Phil Mendelson
Represents: At Large
Chair: Committee of the Whole
Committee Member: 
All Committees
Suite 504
202.724.8032

Anita D. Bonds
Represents: At Large
Chair: Committee on Housing and 
Executive Administration  
Committee Member: Judiciary and 
Public Safety; Recreation, 
Libraries and Youth Affairs; 
Redistricting
Suite 404
202.724.8064

Elissa Silverman
Represents: At Large
Chair: Committee on Labor and 
Workforce Development; 
Redistricting
Committee Member: Housing and 
Executive Administration; Human 
Services
Suite 402
202.724.7772

Robert C. White, Jr.
Represents: At Large
Chair: Committee on Government 
Operations and Facilities
Committee Member: COVID-19 
Pandemic Recovery; Housing and 
Executive Administration; Human 
Services; Labor and Workforce 
Development, Suite 107
202.724.8174

Christina Henderson
Represents: At Large
Committee Member: Government 
Operations and Facilities; Health; 
Labor and Workforce 
Development; Redistricting; 
Transportation and the Environment
Suite 408
202.724.7772

Brianne K. Nadeau
Represents: Ward 1
Chair: Committee on Human 
Services
Committee Member: Government 
Operations and Facilities; Health; 
Recreation, Libraries and Youth 
Affairs
Suite 102
202.724.8181

Brooke Pinto
Represents: Ward 2
Committee Member: Business and 
Economic Development; COVID-19 
Pandemic Recovery; Government 
Operations and Facilities; Housing 
and Executive Administration; 
Judiciary and Public Safety
Suite 106
202.724.8058

Mary M. Cheh
Represents: Ward 3
Chair: Committee on Transporta-
tion and the Environment
Committee Member: Business 
and Economic Development; 
Health; Judiciary and Public Safety
Suite 108
202.724.8062

Janeese Lewis 
George
Represents: Ward 4
Committee Member: COVID-19 
Pandemic Recovery; Human 
Services; Labor and Workforce 
Development; Recreation, 
Libraries and Youth Affairs; 
Transportation and the Environment
Suite 105
202.724.8052

Trayon White, Sr.
Represents: Ward 8
Chair: Recreation, Libraries and 
Youth Affairs
Committee Member: Government 
Operations and Facilities; Human 
Services; Labor and Workforce 
Development
Suite 400
202.724.8045

Kenyan R. McDuffie
Represents: Ward 5
Chair: Committee on Business 
and Economic Development
Committee Member: Housing and 
Executive Administration; 
Recreation, Libraries and Youth 
Affairs; Transportation and the 
Environment
Suite 506
202.724.8028

Charles Allen
Represents: Ward 6
Chair: Committee on the Judiciary 
and Public Safety; COVID-19 
Pandemic Recovery
Committee Member: Business 
and Economic Development; 
Health; Transportation and the 
Environment
Suite 110
202.724.8072

Vincent C. Gray
Represents: Ward 7
Chair: Committee on Health; 
COVID-19 Pandemic Recovery
Committee Member: Business 
and Economic Development; 
Judiciary and Public Safety
Suite 406
202.724.8068


