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To recognize and honor the life and legendary baseball career of District of Columbia 26 
native Maury Wills. 27 
  28 

WHEREAS, on September 19, 2022, Maury Wills died at the age of 89 at his home in 29 

Sedona, Arizona; 30 

  WHEREAS, Wills was born on October 2, 1932 at D.C. General Hospital and graduated 31 

from Cardozo High School in 1950, where he was a star quarterback for the football team and 32 

pitcher for the baseball team; 33 

WHEREAS, after graduating, at just 17 years old, the Brooklyn Dodgers signed Wills to 34 

play professional baseball, and Wills would go on to play minor league baseball until 1959, 35 

when he was called up to make his Major League debut for the Los Angeles Dodgers on June 6; 36 

WHEREAS, Wills would go on to play for 3 World Series champion Dodgers teams, 37 

including as a rookie in 1959, as well as playing for the Pittsburgh Pirates and Montreal Expos, 38 
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where he served as the leadoff hitter in the inaugural game for the Expos who would go on to 39 

become the Washington Nationals, before being traded back to the Dodgers, where he would 40 

finish his career in 1972; 41 

WHEREAS, in his second season, in 1960, Wills led the National League in stolen bases 42 

for the first of 6 consecutive years, including setting a new Major League record of 104 stolen 43 

bases in 1962, breaking a record that had been held since 1915, a season during which he played 44 

in the All-Star game at the newly-opened D.C. Stadium (which would later be renamed RFK 45 

Stadium) and chose to stay with his parents over the players’ hotel; 46 

WHEREAS, Wills’s speed changed the game of baseball, with one former Major League 47 

player noting that, “[a]lmost single-handedly Maury turned baseball from its love affair with 48 

plodding, one-dimensional sluggers and got the game to consider pure speed as serious offensive 49 

and defensive weapons,” Dodgers fans chanted “Go, Maury, Go!” when he was on base, and 50 

Wills himself said that “[n]othing upsets the mind of a pitcher as much as good baserunning and 51 

base-stealers”; 52 

WHEREAS, Wills was by no means a one-dimensional player, winning the 1962 Most 53 

Valuable Player award and 2 Gold Gloves for his stellar defense, while being named to 7 All-54 

Star teams across his career, finishing his career with a .281 average, 1,067 runs scored, 2,134 55 

hits, and 586 stolen bases, which ranks 16th among modern players; 56 

WHEREAS, Wills was later a baseball broadcaster for NBC from 1973 to 1977 and 57 

became just the third Black manager in Major League Baseball history when he took the helm 58 

for the Seattle Mariners in 1980 and 1981, and he would continue to teach Major League 59 

Baseball players the fine art of baserunning until 2021; 60 
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WHEREAS, in 2009, the former Banneker Recreation Field was renamed Maury Wills 61 

Field, ensuring that Wills will always be remembered as a baseball legend in the District; 62 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF 63 

COLUMBIA, that the Council honors Maury Wills as one of the greatest baseball players of all 64 

time and a key part of baseball history in Washington, D.C., and declares October 21, 2022 to be 65 

Maury Wills Day in the District of Columbia. 66 

  Sec. 2. This resolution may be cited as the “Maury Wills Memorial Recognition 67 

Resolution of 2022”. 68 

  Sec. 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 69 

the District of Columbia Register. 70 


