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January 17, 2023 
 

Natasha Dasher 
Chair 
Commission on Re-Entry and Returning Citizen Affairs 
2100 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, SE 
Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20020 
 
Dear Chair Dasher: 
 
The Committee on Housing has scheduled a Performance Oversight Hearing on the Commission 
on Re-Entry and Returning Citizen Affairs (“the Commission”) for Tuesday, January 31st, 2023, 
at 12:00 PM. The Performance Oversight Hearing will be held virtually. Log-in instructions will 
be provided to participants in advance of the hearing. Members of the public may sign up to 
testify by completing the Committee’s sign-up form at https://forms.gle/UrkjAKXjGWaPaQuD8. 
The hearing will be viewable live via YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPJZbHhKFbnyGeQclJxQk0g/live and will be broadcast 
on Channel 13 live or at a later date.  
 
To ensure a productive oversight hearing, it is the Committee’s preference that you join the 
Zoom conference in time to listen to any public testimony provided with respect to the 
Commission prior to providing your own testimony. In addition, the Committee requests that you 
submit your written testimony to the Committee at least 48 hours prior to the commencement of 
the hearing. Please limit your testimony at the hearing to approximately 10 minutes. 
 
Finally, it is the practice of the Committee to send each agency a series of written questions in 
advance of an oversight hearing. To that end, please review the attached list of questions and 
return your answers by the start of business, Monday, January 30th, 2023, to 
housing@dccouncil.gov. Please provide an electronic version of your answers with text 
responses in a single document, with clearly marked attachments where necessary. If the 
documents are too large to send by e-mail, please contact the Committee for further instructions. 
Please do not submit sensitive, non-public, or personally identifiable information. 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FUrkjAKXjGWaPaQuD8%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3IjSVsCOehWcxKDwwSJ6WST0mArCVvBCEtYCM1ModSiMpSJETwCLIgfgI&h=AT21ivBXJPbbXM9yDGsK2O-QHq0wscr24L3xrUJ0D0_uJR-VMrY1jANTK0Wm84vfb14EeCHJnFCKh2HwVjFIIEOdB4y_qEQcLCU6vtcAYyB2m7euyG-2Cq0aWGJicgg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2hABc-TpClRC98TBQwODGoC_sq_uaVO4Hmoej0WWX1C7c5txJ7nvY3HO2Hly1hr_kkyg31QmQm5NaaEWpl4xSI559-RBNmGspmKBm1u6WhlKiAja_fP5awvDMauB5jc_tqRhlpCHAU04NwkaqaaNy8eDFWiC_KmM0kcYBEVvfs1Ag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPJZbHhKFbnyGeQclJxQk0g/live
mailto:housing@dccouncil.gov


 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Committee on Housing at 
housing@dccouncil.gov. Thank you in advance for your timely response. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert C. White, Jr. 
Councilmember, At-Large 
Chair, Committee on Housing 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
 
 

mailto:housing@dccouncil.gov
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GENERAL QUESTIONS 
 
1. Please provide the Commission’s mission statement. 
The mission of the Commission is to advise the Mayor, the Council of the District of Columbia, and the 
Director of the DC Office on Returning Citizen Affairs on the process, issues, and consequences of the 
reintegration of returning citizens into the general population. 
 
2. Please list all reporting requirements in the District of Columbia Code or Municipal 
Regulations that the Commission is required to complete in FY 22 and FY 23, to date. For 
each requirement, please list the date the report was required and the date it was produced. If 
the Commission did not produce the report on the mandated timeline, please explain why. 
Per DC Code 24-1303(b)(6) Section 2 the DC Office on Returning Citizen Affairs is responsible for the public 
record of Commission meetings and agendas for public review. 
 
3. What are the Commission’s top five priorities? Please explain how the agency expects to 
address these priorities in FY 23. 
The Commission’s FY 23 five priorities are below with recommendations on how the 
Commission plans to address these priorities:  

I. Create a training component for Community Based Organization through the Office on 
Returning Citizen Affairs. The Commission agrees there are several resources and services 
that are currently being provided through CBO’s that could fill in the GAPs that government 
is unable to service. Through the bridging of the relationship between CBOs and ORCA this 
will be able to strength the community in whole.    The overall goal is to assure that every 
client of ORCA is given individual services that could be provided even outside the agency.  

II. Through the Subcommittee on Women Reentry Affairs, the Commission will gather the data 
provided through federal and local agencies on the conditions of DC women who are 
currently incarcerated. We would like to present the outcome of this research to be 
presented to the Director of Bureau of Prisons on behalf of the Mayor to begin the 
conversation on how we can build a relationship with the BOP and the District.  

III. Through the Commission’s Ex-Officio, the Department of Employment Services, and the 
Office of Returning Citizen Affairs, intends to generate set aside employment in the 
DCHR/American Job Service Center, for returning citizens with a focus on positions that are 
gender neutral. Using the DSLBD model of CBE business set -aside, the Commission, DOES 
and ORCA will work to create requirements and suggestion to create this new workforce 
development tool.  

IV. Through the Subcommittee on Violence/Recidivism, Ex-Officio, The Office of Neighborhood 
and Public Safety (ONES), the Commission will hold open meetings where suggestions from 
returning citizens can provide suggestions on “lived experience”, can be a tool to be used 
in combating the increase in violence in the District. These forums will offer community 
leaders, and stakeholders an opportunity to speak to ways in how we can be apart of the 
solution.  

V. Through the Subcommittee on Housing, and the Office of Returning Citizen Affairs, the 
Commission will address the overlapping of services, and seek to get actual housing 
options that works for a diverse population of returning citizens. The recommendation of 
additional housing vouchers with larger family sizes are of what is needed currently. 
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4. Please describe any new initiatives or programs that the Commission implemented in FY 
22 and FY 23, to date, to improve the operations of the Commission. Please describe any 
funding utilized for these initiatives or programs and the results, or expected results, of each 
initiative. 
The Commission created a subcommittee structure to the operation of the Commission. The subcommittees 
are chaired by a Commissioner, and responsible for meeting outside the monthly meeting, and expected to 
report on recommendations, initiatives, and findings at each monthly meeting. No funding was utilized for 
this initiative.  
 
5. Please list all pending lawsuits that name the Commission as a party. Identify which cases 
on the list are lawsuits that potentially expose the District to financial liability or will result in 
a change in Commission practices and describe the current status of the litigation. Please 
provide the extent of each claim, regardless of its likelihood of success.  
The Commission is not named in any lawsuits 
 
6. Please list all settlements entered into by the Commission and judgments against the 
Commission (or by the District on behalf of the Commission) in FY 22 or FY 23, to date, and 
provide the parties’ names, the amount of the settlement or judgment, and if related to 
litigation, the case name and a brief description of the case. If unrelated to litigation, please 
describe the underlying issue or reason for the settlement (e.g. administrative complaint, etc.). 
The Commission is not listed in any lawsuits, settlements and/or judgements 
 
7. Please provide the number of FOIA requests for FY 22, and FY 23, to date, that were 
submitted to your Commission. Include the number granted, partially granted, denied and 
pending. In addition, please provide the average response time, the estimate number of FTEs 
required to process requests, the estimated number of hours spend responding to these 
requests, and the cost of compliance. 
The Commission had no FOIA request in FY22, and none as of 01/30/2023. 
 
 
8. Please list and describe any ongoing investigations, audits, or reports on the Commission 
or any employee of the Commission that were completed during FY 22 and FY 23, to date. 
The Commission has not been notified of any ongoing investigations, audits or reports for the Commission 
or any of its member for FY22 and none as of 01/30/2023. 
 
 
9. Please provide a list of all studies, research papers, reports, and analyses that the 
Commission prepared or funded during FY 22 and FY 23, to date. Please submit a hard copy 
to the Committee of any study, research paper, report, or analysis that is complete. 
The Commission did not prepare or fund any reports in FY22 and none as of 01/30/2023. 
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COMMISSION-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
 
10. Please provide a current list of all members of the Commission including: 
The list is enclosed with the provided below information 

a. Their date of appointment;  
 

b. The date their term expires; 
 

c. Whether they are a District resident and, if they are, the ward in which they 
reside; 

 
d. The number of meetings they have attended as a member in FY 22 and FY 23 to 

date; and 
 
11. For each voting member of the Commission, please list whether the member is: 

 
a. A returning citizen; 

 
b. A representative from an established District-based public, private, nonprofit, or 

volunteer community organization involved with the provision of services for 
returning citizens, the incarcerated, and their families; or, 
 

c. A member of a group, organization, or service provider that focuses on the 
needs of female returning citizens.  
 

12. The Commission has found it challenging to get participation from its ex-officio members. 
Please describe how the Commission worked with the District government to increase 
participation from ex-officio members in FY 22 and FY 23, to date. Which ex-officio members 
are most critical to the Commission meeting its goals? 
The Commission has faced the challenge of ex-officio members lack of engagement for several years. The 
Commission has not done a good job of working with District government to increase participation. The ex-
officio that are most critical to the Commission meeting its FY23 Strategic Plan, are: OAG, OHR, DOES, 
DYRS, DHCD and UDC. 
 
13. What is the Commission’s plan to get greater participation from ex-officio members in FY 
23?  
Through the creation of the subcommittee structure, the Commission has created a subcommittee that will 
focus on Legislative and Compliance Affairs. This subcommittee will engage with ex-officio members 
regularly and take on the responsibility of reporting to the Commission monthly on activities that will include 
ex-officio members and activities their agencies are doing to contribute to the returning citizen population.   
 
14. In the past the Commission has had challenges with getting strong attendance from all 
commissioners at meetings. Please detail any plans the Commission must improve 
Commissioner engagement.  
With several withdrawn appointment status, and reappointments the Commission is finally at a 95% 
attendance rate. The 7 public members who are active and/or in reappointment status are fully engaged and 
committed to serve their terms effectively.  
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15. The Commission has created subcommittees. Please list the subcommittees, along with 
who chairs each subcommittee, and the members composing each subcommittee. 
Subcommittee Chart is attached 
 
16. What is the FY23 goal of each subcommittee and how will the Commission measure how 
effective each subcommittee is at meeting its goal?  

1. Subcommittee on Women Reentry Affairs: Data report on the conditions of women currently 
incarcerated. Measurement of success if approval to present to Mayors Office, then to BOP,  

2. Subcommittee on Violence/Recidivism: Open forums with community leaders, returning citizens, 
and stakeholders. Measurement of success is to host a least two before end of FY23.  

3. Subcommittee on Housing: Funding of additional housing vouchers to appropriately serve families. 
Measurement of Success: Additional 10 vouchers are available through ORCA to immediately house 
families who need 3+ bedrooms.  

4. Subcommittee on Legislative and Compliance: Engage ex-officio members and prospective 
agencies. Measurement of success: Actively have critical members in attendance and assisting the 
returning citizens population. 

5. Subcommittee on Children/Families: To recommend legislation to fund D.C. Law 23-278. Helping 
Children Impacted by Parental Incarceration Amendment Act of 2020. Measurement of success: 
Obtain funding specifically for children whose parents are incarcerated and/or caregivers and 
provide a factual not assumption of District children whose parents are currently incarcerated. 

17. Please provide the dates of any Commission meetings held in FY 22 and FY 23, to date, 
and the dates, location, and times of any future scheduled Commission meetings.  
Please meeting list attached 
Please see meeting list attached 
 
18. For every meeting of the Commission in FY 22 and FY 23, to date, please provide the 
agenda, a list of all voting and ex-officio members in attendance, and whether a quorum was 
present. 
Isn’t there a website that MORCA is supposed to post this too? Do you happen to know it? 
 
19. Please provide any rules of procedure that have been adopted by the Commission. 
The Commission has not adopted any new rules or procedures  
 
20. Please attach a copy of the Commission’s bylaws.  
 
21. Please list any public hearings or community meetings on returning citizen issues attended 
by voting Commissioners in FY 22, or FY 23, to date. 
Cease Fire Don’t Smoke the Brothers or Sisters 6 Month Moratorium - Sept. 2022 
Remission Now - Aug. 2022 
Returning Citizen Cookout - Aug. 2022 
Resume Clinic for Returning Citizens - July 2022 
ORCA Voters Registration Event - Apr. 2022 
Mayors National Second Chance - Apr. 2022 
 
22. One of the priorities of the Commission is to complete the annual report pursuant to D.C. 
Code § 24–1303. When will the Commission submit its next report to the Council?  
The Commission will submit the report to the Council within 30 days of Oversight.  
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23. Please provide any policy recommendations made by the Commission on legislation, 
regulations, policies, and programs affecting returning citizens in FY 22, or FY 23, to date. 
Waiting on Corey 
 
24. In the FY 22 budget, the Council provided $10,000 to the Commission to support its goals 
and activities. Please describe how the Commission used the $10,000 in funding available to 
support its goals and activities in FY 22 or barriers the Commission faced in doing so.  
The Commission collectively voted in July to use the $10,000 to host a resume/entrepreneurship/job 
simulation clinic, and to obtain marketing items that can be provided for branding efforts for the 
Commission and allow for more visibility in the community. 
 
25. In the FY 23 budget, the Council again provided $10,000 to the Commission to support its 
goals and activities. Please describe how the Commission plans to use the $10,000 in funding 
available to supports its goals and activities in FY 23.  
Through the Subcommittee on Legislative and Compliance Affairs the Commissioners will in the February 
2023 meeting report on which priorities of each subcommittee will require financial assistance to support its 
goal, and any recommendations the committee feels are needs of the Commission financially for FY23. This 
detailed budget will be included in the report to Council in February.  
 
 
 
 



Commission on Re-Entry and Returning Citizens Affairs
Meeting Dates/Times & Locations 01/01/2022-12/31/2023

Dates Time Location
Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, February 10, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, March 10, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, April 14, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, May 12, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, June 9, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, July 14, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Virtual
Thursday, August 11, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm MORCA
Thursday, September 8, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm MORCA
Thursday, October 14, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm MORCA
Thursday, Novemember 10, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, December 8th, 2022 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, January 12, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, February 9, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, March 9, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, April 13, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, May 11, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, June 8, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, July 13, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, August 10, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, September 14, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, October 12, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, November 9, 2023 6:30pm-7:30pm Martha's Table
Thursday, December 14, 2023
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Returning Citizen Community Events/Meetings Attended by Voting Commissioners in FY22 
 
March 8th DC RAN Mtg 
Apr. 19th Clay Terrace/Sasha Bruce Pop Up Clothing and Cell Phone Giveaway 
Apr. 20th CSOCA Town Hall 
NAARCDC Weekly Support Group Mtg 
Apr 21st - Deeper Look At Second Chances 
Apr 21st. The Hidden Costs of Reentry:  Understanding the Barriers to Removing A Criminal  Record 
Apr 22nd - Project Empowerment Graduation  Returning Citizen Moore  
Apr. 27th - CFLS RFJ Expungement Program - Know Your Rights Presentation  
May 2nd - The Bridge Center Partners and Community Org Bimonthly Mtg. 
May 5th - Emotional First Aid 
May 10th - Free Cell Phone and Clothing @ Kinarah Behavioral Health  
May 11th - Free Cell Phone @ Free Minds Book Club 
May 25th - DC Felony Sentencing 101 
Jun 7th - CFLS More Than Mother: Intersectional Identities of Mom's in Crisis  
Jun 11th - CFLS Adjust Your Crown,  Black Hair Care Symposium  
Jun 18th - My Sister's Closet Juneteenth Walk 
 Jul 21st Community Drug Awareness  
Jul 30th - Dare To Live Right (DTLR) and United Health Community Outreach and Partnership  
Jul 30th-  NAARCDC Returning Citizens Cookout 
Aug 12th - DC RAN - WAVE Fest. To Celebrate Community Wellness and Holistic Services 
Aug 16th - Recidiviz Policy Memo Introduction Mtg. 
Aug. 19th - MORCA Keeping It Reel Family Fun Day 
Aug 23rd - Community Conversation  - Future of the DC Jail 
Aug 31st - Clay Terrace/Sasha Bruce  Back To School Backpack Giveaway 
Sept 20th - BJA - Taking on Transformation: Shifting Resources to the Community  
Oct. 27th - CSOCA Supervision Intake Simulation  
Nov 8th - Sasha Bruce Young Men's Goal Setting Workshop 
Nov. 9th - BJA - Implementing Community Based Violence Intervention Strategies 
Nov. 15th - OJP - Raising the Bar on Juvenile Reentry: Building Reentry Data Capacity  
Sept. 2022 - Cease Fire Don’t Smoke the Brothers or Sisters 6 Month Moratorium 
Aug. 2022 - Remission Now  
Aug. 2022 - Returning Citizen Cookout  
July 2022 - Resume Clinic for Returning Citizens  
Apr. 2022 - ORCA Voters Registration Event  
Apr. 2022 - Mayors National Second Chance  
1/11/22 - RAN Community Meeting  
8/22/22 - DOES Community Partner meeting  
1/25/22 - Returning Citizens Employment Practices Meeting Council for Court Excellence  
2/24/22- Reform Virtual Town hall meeting 
3/16/22 - CSOSA Returning Citizens Outreach  
4/20/22 - MORCA Returning Citizens Voters Registration Day  
6/25/22 - Commission on Reentry and Returning Citizens Affair Resume Bootcamp  
7/21/22 - DC Court Community Drug Awareness Meeting  
10/26/22 - Inaugural National Reentry Roundtable Meeting  
11/18/22 - Meeting with Director of Social Impact 
12/10/22 - 8th Annual Socks and Underwear  
12/17/22 - Christmas on the Inside for Children of Incarcerated Parents  
1/26/23 - Meeting with Councilmember Trayon White Record expungement 
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