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DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS 
FOR AN 

EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT 
 
CONTRACT NO:   PO______ 
CAPTION: Legal Consulting Services for the Ad Hoc Committee of 

the Council of the District of Columbia 
PROPOSED CONTRACTOR: Latham & Watkins LLP  
PROGRAM AGENCY:   Council of the District of Columbia 
 
         FINDINGS  
 
1.  AUTHORIZATION: 
 D.C. Official Code § 2-354.05, 27 DCMR 1307 and 1702.  
 
2.  DETERMINATION OF EMERGENCY: 

Emergency procurement procedures will be used for this procurement. The September 6, 
2024, federal indictment against Councilmember Trayon White threatens to undermine 
the public’s respect, trust and belief in the Council as a branch of government. It is 
imperative that the Council act swiftly to conduct a thorough and independent 
investigation of the allegations against Councilmember White. Time is of the essence to 
minimize further disruptions to Council business and to restore the public’s confidence in 
their elected officials. There is an immediate need for the services of outside counsel to 
assist in the process of a thorough investigation and timely report of recommendations. 
Normal procurement methods cannot meet these needs and would further undermine the 
disruptions to the functions of the Council.  

 
3.  MINIMUM NEED AND REQUIREMENTS:  

On August 23, 2024, pursuant to Council Rule 651, Chairman Mendelson established an 
Ad Hoc Committee of the Council to investigate Councilmember Trayon White who was 
arrested on a criminal complaint of bribery on August 18, 2024. Specifically, as outlined 
in the Chairman’s memo, the Ad Hoc Committee was established “for the purposes of 
considering the above allegations (bribery and residency) and making recommendations 
to the Council for further action.” The Ad Hoc Committee is required to complete its 
investigation and submit to the Council a report of findings within 90 days, or by 
December 16, 2024. The Ad Hoc Committee is authorized to engage outside counsel for 
these purposes.  
 
The Ad Hoc Committee requires the assistance of outside counsel to investigate the 
matters outlined herein. The Council appointed Latham & Watkins (the “Law Firm”) to 
assist the Ad Hoc Committee in its investigation. The appointment and the scope of the 
investigation, as defined by Resolution 25-634, approved by the Council on September 
17, 2024, requires a review of whether Councilmember White violated the law by 
residing in a ward other than Ward 8 or violated the Code of Conduct, as that term is 
defined in section 101(7) of the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability 
Establishment and Comprehensive Ethics Reform Amendment Act of 2011, effective 
April 27, 2012 (D.C. Law 19-124; D.C. Official Code § 1-1161.01(7)), or Council Rules, 
including those provisions of the Code of Conduct or the Council Rules that relate to 
conflicts of interest, taking any action that adversely affects the confidence of the public 
in the integrity of the District government, outside activities, use of government 



2 
 

resources, or acting solely in the public interest. The Law Firm’s review will involve the 
collection and review of relevant documents, as well as conducting substantive interviews 
with individuals who may have information related to the allegations, which may require 
issuing subpoenas and taking depositions. Upon completion of the investigation, the Law 
Firm will assist the Ad Hoc Committee in filing its report. 
 

4.  ESTIMATED REASONABLE PRICE: NTE $400,000.00  
The estimated fair and reasonable price to provide the required services is not to exceed 
(NTE) $400,000.00.  The delivery period of performance is from September 26, 2024, for 
no more than 90 days. 
 
a. Due to the accelerated timeline, the firm will dedicate the necessary resources from 

partners and associate attorneys to complete the investigation and report within 90 
days. Additionally, the firm will be available to provide information in public or 
closed meetings as directed by the Ad Hoc Committee. 
 

b. The estimated price has been determined fair and reasonable based on market 
research for similar services.  

 
5.  FACTS WHICH JUSTIFY AN EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT: 
 

The Law Firm selected was based on the following considerations: 
  

The Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson and staff interviewed eight law firms to review the 
qualifications and capabilities of potential counsel and received formal proposals from 
three law firms. After an extensive review of the proposals and qualifications, the Ad Hoc 
Committee in consultation with the Secretary of the Council, selected Latham & Watkins 
LLP. The firm brings a team composed of former senior officials in the Department of 
Justice (DOJ), White House Counsel’s Office and U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of Columbia (USAO). The three assigned partners have handled hundreds of 
investigations as government and private practice attorneys, including several involving 
allegations of code of conduct violations. Their extensive experience with government 
and internal investigations makes them well qualified to provide the Ad Hoc Committee 
with investigative support and the subsequent report. Additionally, their relationships in 
the DOJ and USAO will assist the Ad Hoc Committee as some of the allegations to be 
investigated will require coordination with those agencies. 

  
6.  CERTIFICATION BY AGENCY HEAD: 
 
 I hereby certify that the above findings are true, correct and complete. 
 
 
 
 ____________________  _____________________________________ 
 Date     Secretary, Council of the District of Columbia 
 
 

09/26/2024
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7.  CERTIFICATION BY CONTRACTING OFFICER: 
 

I have reviewed the above findings and certify that they are sufficient to justify the use of 
the emergency method of procurement under the cited authority. I recommend that the 
Chief Procurement Officer approve the use of the emergency procurement method for 
this proposed contract.  
 
 
_____________________   _____________________________________ 

 Date     Contracting Officer  
        

 
DETERMINATION 

  
Based on the above findings and in accordance with the cited authority, I hereby 
determine that it is not feasible or practical to invoke the competitive solicitation process 
under either Section 402 or 403 of the District of Columbia Procurement Practices 
Reform Act of 2010 (D.C. Law 18-371; D.C. Official Code § 2-354.02 or 2-354.03). 
Accordingly, I determine that the District is justified in using the emergency method of 
procurement.  

 
 
 

______________________  ____________________________________ 
 Date     Secretary, Council of the District of Columbia 

 

09/26/2024

9/26/2024
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A RESOLUTION 

  

25-634  

 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

September 17, 2024 

 

 

To amend the Rules of Organization and Procedure for the Council of the District of Columbia,  

Council Period 25, Resolution of 2023 to eliminate the Committee on Recreation, 

Libraries, and Youth Affairs and transfer jurisdiction of its subject matter and agencies to 

the Committee of the Whole, to establish the Subcommittee on Recreation and 

Community Affairs and the Subcommittee on Libraries and Youth Affairs under the 

Committee of the Whole; to amend the Council Period 25 Appointment of Chairperson 

Pro Tempore, Committee Chairpersons, and Committee Membership Resolution of 2023 

to no longer appoint a chairperson and membership of the Committee on Recreation, 

Libraries, and Youth Affairs, and to appoint the chairpersons and members of the 

Subcommittee on Recreation and Community Affairs and the Subcommittee on Libraries 

and Youth Affairs; and to authorize outside counsel to assist in the investigation of 

Councilmember Trayon White.   

  

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 

resolution may be cited as the “Council Period 25 Rules of Organization and Procedure and 

Appointment of Committee Chairpersons and Membership Amendment Resolution of 2024”.  

 

Sec. 2. The Rules of Organization and Procedure for the Council of the District of 

Columbia, Council Period 25, Resolution of 2023, effective January 3, 2023 (Res. 25-1; 71 DCR 

238), is amended as follows:  

(a) The table of contents is amended by striking the phrase “240. COMMITTEE ON 

RECREATION, LIBRARIES, AND YOUTH AFFAIRS.” and inserting the phrase “240. 

COMMITTEE ON RECREATION, LIBRARIES, AND YOUTH AFFAIRS. [REPEALED].” in  

its place.      

(b) Section 231 is amended as follows:  

(1) Subsection (a) is amended by striking the phrase “and building safety;” and 

inserting the phrase “and building safety; public libraries; public parks and recreation; cable 

television and entertainment; matters relating to Caribbean, Latino, African, African American, 

and Asian and Pacific Islander affairs; and youth affairs (other than juvenile justice);” in its 

place.  
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(2) Subsection (e) is amended by adding the following agencies to the list of  

agencies that come within the purview of the Committee of the Whole, to be inserted in 

alphabetical order within the existing list:  

 “Advisory Commission on Caribbean Community Affairs  

 “Board of Library Trustees  

 “Commission on African Affairs  

 “Commission on African American Affairs  

 “Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs  

“Commission on Fathers, Men, and Boys  

“Commission on Latino Community Development  

“Department of Parks and Recreation  

 “Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services  

“District of Columbia Public Library System  

 “District of Columbia Public Library Trust Fund  

 “Juvenile Abscondence Review Committee  

 “Office of Cable Television, Film, Music and Entertainment  

 “Office of East of the River Services  

 “Office on African Affairs  

 “Office on African American Affairs  

 “Office on Asian and Pacific Islanders Affairs  

 “Office on Caribbean Affairs  

“Office on Fathers, Men, and Boys  

“Office on Latino Affairs 

“Public Access Corporation  

“Serve DC.”.  

    (3)  New subsections (f) and (g) are added to read as follows:  

  “(f)(1) The Subcommittee on Recreation and Community Affairs, as delegated by the 

Committee of the Whole, shall be responsible for public parks and recreation; Asian and Pacific 

Islander, Caribbean, and Latino affairs; and cable television and entertainment.  

        “(2) The following agencies come within the purview of the Subcommittee on  

Recreation and Community Affairs:  

“Advisory Commission on Caribbean Community Affairs  

“Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs  

“Commission on Fathers, Men, and Boys  

“Commission on Latino Community Development  

“Department of Parks and Recreation  

“Office on Asian and Pacific Islanders Affairs  

“Office of Cable Television, Film, Music and Entertainment  

“Office on Caribbean Affairs  
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“Office on Fathers, Men, and Boys  

“Office on Latino Affairs  

“Public Access Corporation  

“(g)(1) The Subcommittee on Libraries and Youth Affairs, as delegated by the  

Committee of the Whole, shall be responsible for matters relating to public libraries; African and 

African American affairs; and youth affairs (other than juvenile justice).  

“(2) The following agencies come within the purview of the Subcommittee on  

Libraries and Youth Affairs:  

“Board of Library Trustees  

“Commission on African Affairs  

“Commission on African American Affairs  

“Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services  

“District of Columbia Public Library System  

“District of Columbia Public Library Trust Fund  

“Juvenile Abscondence Review Committee  

“Office of East of the River Services  

“Office on African Affairs 

“Office on African American Affairs  

“Serve DC.”.  

(c) Section 240 is amended to read as follows:  

  “240. COMMITTEE ON RECREATION, LIBRARIES, AND YOUTH AFFAIRS.   

[REPEALED].  

  “Repealed.”.  

 

  Sec. 3. The Council Period 25 Appointment of Chairperson Pro Tempore, Committee 

Chairpersons, and Committee Membership Resolution of 2023, effective January 3, 2023 (Res.  

25-2; 62 DCR 669), is amended as follows:  

(a) The long title is amended by striking the word “committee” and inserting the phrase  

“committee and subcommittee” in its place. 

(b) Section 3 is amended as follows:  

(1) The lead-in language is amended by striking the word “committee” and 

inserting the phrase “committee and subcommittee” in its place.  

(2) Paragraph (9) is repealed. 

(3) New paragraphs (11) and (12) are added to read as follows:  

“(11) The chairperson of the Subcommittee on Recreation and Community 

Affairs, established by section 231(f) of the Rules, pursuant to section 245 of the Rules, shall be 

Matt Frumin and its members shall be Kenyan McDuffie and Brianne Nadeau. 

“(12) The chairperson of the Subcommittee on Libraries and Youth Affairs, 

established by section 231(g) of the Rules, pursuant to section 245 of the Rules, shall be Zachary  
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Parker and its members shall be Anita Bonds and Robert White.”.  

 

  Sec. 4.  Authorization of investigation.  

(a)(1) Pursuant to Rule 652(a)(5) of the Rules of Organization and Procedure for the 

Council of the District of Columbia, Council Period 25 (“Council Rules”), the Chairman  

appoints Latham & Watkins (the “Law Firm”) to assist the ad hoc committee, established by the 

Chairman’s August 23, 2024, memorandum, in investigating the conduct of Councilmember 

Trayon White, in accordance with paragraph (2) of this subsection.   

(2) The scope of the investigation authorized by paragraph (1) of this subsection  

shall be whether Councilmember Trayon White violated the law by residing in a ward other than  

Ward 8 or violated the Code of Conduct, as that term is defined in section 101(7) of the Board of  

Ethics and Government Accountability Establishment and Comprehensive Ethics Reform  

Amendment Act of 2011, effective April 27, 2012 (D.C. Law 19-124; D.C. Official Code § 

11161.01(7)), or Council Rules, including those provisions of the Code of Conduct or the 

Council Rules that relate to conflicts of interest, taking any action that adversely affects the 

confidence of the public in the integrity of the District government, outside activities, use of 

government resources, or acting solely in the public interest.  

(b) In furtherance of the investigation authorized by subsection (a) of this section, the 

Council authorizes the ad hoc committee and the Law Firm to issue subpoenas to compel the 

attendance of witnesses, to obtain testimony, or to require the production of documents or other 

information or tangible items. Notwithstanding Council Rule 612, a report to the Secretary to the  

Council before issuing a subpoena as part of the investigation shall not be required.  

(c) The Law Firm may take testimony of witnesses by oral, written, or videotaped 

depositions.  

(d) Upon completion of the investigation, the Law Firm shall assist the ad hoc committee 

in filing a report containing findings on the allegations investigated pursuant to subsection (a) of 

this section with the Secretary to the Council, along with all records obtained during the 

investigation that support the findings.  

 

Sec. 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately.  
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