Council of the District of Columbia
MEMORANDUM
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004

TO: Chairman Phil Mendelson

FROM: Councilmember Charles Allen W

RE: Request to Agendize Measures for the November 26, 2024 Additional Meeting
DATE: November 21, 2024

| request that the following measures be placed on the agenda for the November 26, 2024
Additional Meeting:

Emergency Legislation

e “Driver License and Identification Card Renewal Emergency Declaration Resolution of
2024”

e “Driver License and Identification Card Renewal Emergency Amendment Act of 2024”

e “Driver License and Identification Card Renewal Temporary Amendment Act of 2024”

Proof of identity is regularly required to obtain housing, employment, or education. The
Council, therefore, recognizes the need for residents to quickly and easily obtain and renew
identification documents such as driver licenses and identification cards. However, District
regulations currently restrict and place conditions on driver license and identification card holders’
ability to renew their identifying documents before their expiration date, creating an unnecessary
barrier to the timely renewal of these identifying documents. This emergency legislation is
necessary to ensure that District residents maintain access to driver licenses and identification
cards.

Draft copies of these measures are attached. Please contact Kevin Whitfield, Committee
Director, at kwhitfield@dccouncil.gov with any questions.

Permanent Legislation Approved by the Committee

e Bill 25-0801, the “Building Energy Performance Standards Amendment Act of 2024”

The Building Energy Performance Standards Program (“BEPS”) was established pursuant
to Title 111 of the Clean Energy DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2018, effective March 22, 2019
(D.C. Law 22-257; D.C. Official Code § 8-1772.21), and was created to help meet the District’s
sustainability and climate goals laid out in the Sustainable DC Plan. BEPS requires owners of
existing buildings in the District to meet energy or emissions-based performance targets during a
specified period of time. Existing buildings in the District are divided into three separate
compliance cycles based on their square footage. The first cycle of BEPS is currently underway
and applies to privately-owned buildings with at least 50,000 square feet of gross floor area and
all District-owned or District instrumentality-owned buildings with at least 10,000 square feet of
gross floor area. BEPS is administered by the Department of Energy and Environment (“DOEE”).
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The Committee Print makes several changes to BEPS in order to improve the
administrability of the program and encourage greater compliance from owners’ whose buildings
are subject to BEPS. Many of these changes contained in the Print were requested by the BEPS
Task Force, which is composed of subject matter experts, building owners, and other important
stakeholders, and are discussed in more detail below. Specifically, the Print:

e Amends the second BEPS cycle to start on January 1, 2028, and the third BEPS cycle to
start on January 1, 2034;

e Amends the start of benchmark reporting requirements for a building with 10,000 square
feet of gross floor area from January 1, 2024 to January 1, 2025;

e Creates a whole-cycle exemption for buildings that are vacant and in financial distress;

e Streamlines the benchmarking process by changing the benchmarking and reporting
deadline from April 1 to May 1, requiring third-party verification every 6 years instead of
every 3 years

e Requires that DOEE submit a report to the Council by April 1, 2025 analyzing and
evaluating the effectiveness of third-party verification;

e Replaces references to “alternative compliance penalty” with “alternative compliance
payments”, which will enable the costs of non-compliance to be passed through to
commercial tenants, subject to the terms of the lease; and

e Requires DOEE to update regulations to confirm that mechanical and electrical upgrades
made to comply with BEPS are exempt from stormwater regulations.

BEPS is one of the foundations of the District’s Climate Action Plan, and improving the
energy efficiency of public and private buildings has been projected to reduce energy use by 21%
and carbon emissions by more than one million tons annually. The Committee Print will allow the
District to make substantial progress towards emissions reductions while making tailored
adjustments to improve administrability and ensure compliance.

e Bill 25-0569, the “Pesticide Operations Amendment Act of 2024”

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (“FIFRA”) ‘“governs the
registration, distribution, sale, and use of pesticides in the United States.” The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (“EPA”) is responsible for certifying applicators unless a state or territory has
submitted a State Certification Plan that has been approved by the EPA. The Department of Energy
and Environment (“DOEE”) submitted its initial State Certification Plan for the District of
Columbia to the EPA on December 14, 2022. The state certification plan included commitments
to update the District’s laws to empower the Mayor to establish categories for private applicators.
The Mayor and DOEE would, in turn, update the District’s regulations to meet federal
requirements.

For background, under current law, the Mayor is only authorized to establish categories
and subcategories of commercial pesticide applicators. The bill empowers the Mayor to establish



categories and subcategories of private pesticide applicators. This change in the law will bring the
District in compliance with FIFRA.

Copies of these the complete committee reports are attached and have been filed. Please
contact Kevin Whitfield, Committee Director, at kwhitfield@dccouncil.gov with any questions.

cc: Members, Council of the District of Columbia
Office of the Budget Director
Office of the General Counsel
Office of the Secretary
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